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~ THE ST. PANCRAS PLAN. : 


WO debatable points came. up ‘in the discussion with 

those responsible for the conception of the plan 
suggested as the mode of development required in the 
portion of St. Pancras immediately east of Regent’s Park, 
and neither of them has been completely solved. (See The 
Builder, October 26.) The first is that of the Nash Terraces 
facing the park which ‘is a specific one occurring only in 
this and a limited number of similar cases where it is 
desirable to preserve buildings of architectural dignity, 
unsuited to present-day requirements. The second, which 
will occur in many urban schemes, is the ‘right distribution 
of blocks of multi-storeyed flats in order to secure for 
their occupants the maximum amount of sunlight at such 
angles and times as would give it the greatest value. 

In dealing with the first, it has been now made clear that 
these groups of large-scale houses can only be adapted for 
occupation of a communal character, possibly an hotel or, 
as is here suggested, for the use of bodies such as the 
W.E.A. or trade unions combined with hostels. Their 
adaptability has been challenged and at first sight this 
challenge looks valid, for their design with two lofty floors 
and numerous superfluous staircases, not all in good condi- 
tion, does not look promising, but if the question were given 
closer study, the possibility might prove more favourable 
to conversion. By way of a start, taking general lines only, 
let it be assumed that if the rooms on the main front and 
some of the party walls were to be retained (rather more 


than half the present cubic content of the structural work) - 


the remainder, including the appropriate staircases and 
lifts together with longitudinal corridors could be rebuilt to 
accord with the revised requirements ; the position of the 
staircases would make the new back block independent 
of the heights existing in front, while the architectural 
value would be retained with a limited proportion of large 
rooms appropriate to the suggested purpose. The latter 
would provide an economic contribution to the whole 
justifying such a retention, apart from its initial object. 
Returning now to the second problem mentioned, the 
general planning of the remaining area to the east, the 
whole question of the arrangement of high blocks of flats 
demands more consideration than it has hitherto received. 
On the plan and model exhibited the higher blocks run 


-mainly north and south and the lower ones east and west, - 


this arrangement being made on the assumption that 
it will give the best result in mid-day sunlight. The point 
may, however, be made that it is questionable whether the 
middle of day is the time when the maximum light is most 
desired, and.in planning on’ these lines the morning and 
evening sunlight is partially, and in winter almost entirely, 
blocked out from the higher flats. These would be the 


times at which the flats are more intensively occupied, most 
workers being absent during the middle of the day. 

It might be an improvement to alter the alignment of 
the roads so that the blocks could be “ staggered ” instead 
of facing each other directly east and west, but prior to 
making specific recommendations, it would be better to 
begin with a definitely scientific investigation of the 
question from two aspects—when is the maximum light 
regarded as of most value, and what would be afforded to 
the buildings as designed? ; the second of these would be 
greatly facilitated by the use of the scale model already 
prepared. All that would be required is to mount a strong 
light, at as great a distance as practicable, travelling in 
the path of the sun and adjusted to vary this according 
to the seasons of the year. The effects on the model could 
then be studied and photographed and the results would 
not fail to be most informative in regard to the objects in 
view. 

It must be remembered that even when the sun is not 


. itself visible, its position influences, more often than not, 


the amount of light, and this is recognised as having a 
definite bearing on ‘health and welfare. In all cases 
where the circumstances suggest that an area is to carry 
a relatively large population, the demand arises that no 
effort should be spared in planning to secure the utmost 
possible provision for natural light and purity in the air. 
Though this is fully recognised, these requirements have 
not yet secured the close attention that they demand. 
Regulations to free us from air pollution still hang fire 
owing to economic difficulties, but in dealing with light, the 
matter is one of skilful and scientific planning, and it is for 
this reason that we have chosen the St. Pancras plan as 
an illustration of the subject. 

Here is a plan reasonably laid down in accordance with 
the recognised standards, but yet giving scope for those 
further studies that are needed to complete the equipment 
of the town-planner which has already during recent years 
been greatly extended in many directions. This question 
of natural light not only affects the selection of sites and 
the position of buildings on them, as is well known in 
the case of hospitals and schools, but also comes into the 
picture in relation to the geographical latitude and climatic 
conditions in all places where towns are built. 

Even in our small island there is a definite difference 
between what should be regarded as possible in the south 
and north, while in large continents like North America 
and Australia the planning in one district may be funda- 
mentally different from that in another, even when there 
is no great divergence in social demands. ai 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Zoning in Westminster. 

Earuer this year, Westminster City 
Council appointed Mr. W. R. Davidge, 
F.R.1.B.A., and the City Engineer, Mr. J. 
Rawlinson, to examine the question of 
zoning in Mayfair, Belgravia and Knights- 
bridge, and the resulting report was circu- 
lated to the principal landowners and other 
interested bodies, 86 in all. Replies have 
now been received from 27 of them, and 
the views expressed have been given due 
weight in a table of user zones which has 
been prepared. The obseryations received 
on the proposed zoning of Mayfair gener- 
ally favour a considerable increase in the 
area which should be made available for 
business user, and the Council have come 
to the ‘conclusion that provision for busi- 
ness which does not require external show 
in the form of shopfronts ‘should be 
allowed without consent. The proposals 
are shown on a map in the City Engineer’s 
office at Alhambra House, Charing Cross- 
road. One of the proposals is that ulti- 
mately the premises in Piccadilly between 
Hamilton-place and the entrance to Hyde 
Park should be demolished and the site 
included in the park. . 

The Town Planning and Improvements 
Committee also recommend that the 
present predominantly residential charac- 
ter of Belgravia and Knightsbridge should 
be retained.. Certain changes allowing for 
business areas are suggested. -A further 
extension to the park by the demolition 
of Nos. 2-26 (even) on the north side of 
Knightsbridge is“ proposed. : 


Imperial College Centenary. 

THe Imperial College of Science and 
bead celebrated its centenary last 
week. e chief ceremony, at the Royal 
Albert Hall, was attended by Their 
Majesties the King and Queen. The 
Imperial College, constituted by Royal 
Charter in 1907, is- a.federation of three 
institutions that had previously become 
established at South Kensington—the 
— College of Science, the Royal School 
of Mines, and the City and Guilds College. 
It was in 1845 that the Prince Consort pre- 
sided over the Council of the College of 
Chemistry, from which, by a line occa- 
sionally devious, the Imperial College 
traces its descent, and it was mainly 
through his efforts in ensuring the success 
of the Exhibition of 1851 that means were 
provided for realising a great Metropolitan 
centre for the promotion of the sciences 
and the arts. An illustrated Short History 
of the Imperial College which has been 
issued gives a most interesting record of a 
century’s evolution and achievement. 


Public House Art Galleries. 

Artists through the ages have been 
frequenters of the tavern where, among 
their fellows and with the aid of good 
liquor, no doubt inspiration was gathered. 
The brewers have now repaid the debt, 
and more than 200 public-houses in London 
and the Home Counties will give their 
patrons a show of water-colours and draw- 
ings during the next twelve months. Four 
London brewers, in association with the 
Central Institute of Art and Design, have 
commissioned paintings and drawings of 
places of historical interest. and beauty in 
and around London, including breweries 
and inns. The Principal of the Royal 
College of Art, Mr. P. H,. Jowett; Sir 
Kenneth Clark, Director of the National 
Gallery ; and Mr. W. Russell Flint, R.A., 
President of the Royal Society of Painters 
in Water-colours, chose the artists, and 
96 of the 164 commissions are now hung in 
the galleries of the Royal Society of 
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British Artists, Suffolk Galleries, S.W. 
They. will then be divided into lots of from 
six to ten, and each public-house will hold 
its own local art show for a month at a 
time. A fitst list includes the ‘‘ King of 
Bohemia,’’ Hampstead, and the Downham 
Tavern, Bromley, Kent. 

The subjects of the drawings and water- 
colours are of London’s river and street 
scenes and ‘of country .market-places, 
hop fields, churches and villages, but 
whether all the pictures will appeal to 
those who habitually gather in public- 
houses is doubtful. There are, however, 
charming examples by, amongst others, 
Hanslip Fletcher, Charles Ginner, E. B. 
Musman, Kénneth Rowntree, Henry Rush- 
bury and Ruskin Spear. The exhibition, 
opened on October 23 by Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, closes on November 10. 


A.B.T. Conference on Housing. 

Tue Association of Building Technicians 
has arranged a one-day conference on 
housing for Saturday, November 3, at the 
London School of Aisin, Keppel-street, 
W.C.1. A feature of the first session (2.50 
to 4.45 p.m.) will be an address by the Rt. 
Hon. Aneurin Bevan, M.P. (Minister of 
Health), subsequent discussion being 
opened by Mr. Thomas Sharp and Mr. 
Frederick Gibberd. At 5.30 p.m., ‘after 
tea, a discussion will be. opened by. Mr. 
D. E. E. Gibson, Coventry City Architect, 
and Professor J. D. Bernal, Chairman of 
the Scientific’ Advisory Committee of the 
Ministry of Works, on methods of con- 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, November 5. 

Society oF EnGrneeRS. Messrs. M. Spindel and 
R. T. Quinn on “Improvements on Portland 
Cements and Concrete—Past, Present and 
Future.” Geological Society’s Rooms, Burling- 
ton House, W.1. 5 p.m. (tea, 4.30 p.m.). 


Tuesday, November 6. 





DESIGN AND INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION. Mr. A. 
Scroggs on ‘ “ Plyw * Royal Society’s 
Rooms, Burlington House, W.1. 1.30 -p.m. 


(sandwich lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 


Wednesday, November 7. E 
ARCHITECTURAL Science Boarp. Joint Meeting 
with Structural Engineers. Mr. H. V. Lobb on 
** Construction of an Underground Factory.” 
66, Portland-place, W.1.' 5.45 p.m. . 


Thursday, November 8. 

InstITUTION OF. ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 
E. C. Lennox on “ Street . Lighting.” 
place, W.C.2. 5.30 p.m. (tea; 5 p.m.). 

Town AnD Country PLANNING AssociAtTION. Mr. 
G. Clark on“ Planni 
County.’’ 28, King-street, 
(buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 


Friday, November 9. 

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS. Mr. 
H. O..Parrack on “ Elementary Principles of 
Plant. Organisation: and Maintenance for Civil 
Engineering Contractors.” Storey’s-gate, 8.W.1. 


5.30 p.m. 
Saturday, November 10. . 
EcCLESIOLOGICAL . Visit to James 
Brooks’s Churches in N.E. London. Meet at 
St. Michael’s, Monk-street, Shoreditch. 2.30 p.m. 


Mr. 
Savoy- 


anning an Agricultural 
W.C.2. 1,15 p.m. 
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struction, experimental building, and re- , 


search. The conference will be summed up 
by Mr. Kenneth Campbell, President; 
A.B.T, ‘ 
The conference is open to all building 
icians. Tickets.may be obtained on 
application to the. General Secretary, 
A.B.T., 5, Ashley-place, 8.W.1, price 2s. 
(including tea). 
Staffing Problems of Local Authorities. 
Tue Minister of Health, Mr. -Aneurin 
Bevan, received a deputation, on October 
5, from the Association of Municipal Cor- 
porations. The deputation put before the 
Minister the difficulties Local Authorities 
were facing through: the Jack of staff not 
yet released from the Armed Forces. 
The Minister told the deputation that 
the Government must keep its pledge to 
the Forces regarding the ratio of Group 
B to Group A releases; but the monthly 
quota of releases for staff essential for 
housing purposes had now been lifted, 
and all names sponsored by the Ministry 
would as a result go through together. 
He asked Local Authorities to make sure 
that all applications were for really essen- 
tial men; to inform him at once of the 
return to their service of men applied for ; 
and to take all possible steps to see that 
building labour when~ released was used 
on the most essential tasks. Mr. Bevan 
added that he was also in sympathy with 
the more general staffing difficulties of 
Local Authorities and. would. do what he 
could to assist in overcoming them. 


Drawings by Tom Waghorn. 

An exhibition of drawings by Mr. Tom 
Waghorn is now on view at the Batsford 
Gallery. The drawings, which are princi- 

‘pally in ink and colour wash, have a sin- 
cerity in their execution, the draughtsman- 
ship not dominating the subject-matter. 
Amongst the outstanding exhibits are No. 
38, ‘‘ Richmond Castle from the Green,” 
and No. 3, ‘‘ Richmond, Yorks.’’ No. 20, 
‘‘Aylesford Priory ’’—the only oil colour— 
an evening effect, with reflections in the 
water, is broadly treated and pleasing in 
its reticent harmonious colouring. No. 42, 
‘Blue Posts, Wardour-street,’’ is another 
fine drawing. Many other lesser subjects 
appeal by their truthful and: pleasant 
recording. The exhibition remains open up 
to and including November 10, daily, from 
10 to 5.30 p.m. 


Corn Exchange to be Rebuilt. 
Mr. T, E. Heyswam, F.R.I.B.A. (Sir 
Edwin Cooper, R.A., and Son), 4, 


. Verulam-buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C., has 


been appointed. architect to the Corn 
-Exchange Company, Mark-lane, E.C.3, and 
is preparing plans for future rebuilding. 


Appointment. 
THE Minigier of Works. has appointed 
Mr. Bo FESS. 5.¢ O'Neil, F.8.A.,+ to :be - 


Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments, in 
succession to Mr. J. P. Bushe-Fox, C-B.E., 
F.8.A., F.R.S.A., who has retired. 


The Chartered Surveyors’ Secretary. 

Bricaprerk A. H. Kutxicx, 
D.S.0., M.C., M.A., the Secretary of the 
‘Chartered Surveyors’ Institution, who was 
recalled to the Army at the outbreak of 
war, has now been released from the Ser- 
vice and has resumed his duties as Secre- 
tary at the headquarters of the Institution, 
12, Great George-street, 8.W.1. 


New Towns Committee Invites Evidence. 

Any organisation wishing to submit evi- 
dence about the development of new towns 
to the New Towns Committee, under. the 
chairmanship of Lord Reith, which has 
been appointed jointly by the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning and the Secre- 


C.B.E., 
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tary of State for Scotland, should write to 
the Joint Secretaries, New -Towns Com- 
mittee, Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, 32, St. James’s-square, London, 


. ote 


Cardiff’s ‘‘ Architectural Principal.” 

Mr. ALexanpDeR Sreeve, A.R.I.B.A., at 
present senior architect to Southwark 
M.B.C., has been appointed Cardiff’s first 
architectural principal at a salary of £1,000 
per annum. Mr. Steele, who is 38, gradu- 
ated at. Edinburgh School of Architecture 
in 1928, 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. 8S. T. Watxer, M.A., -F.R.LB.A., 
late of Essex House, 27, Temple-street, 
Birmingham, 2, has resumed his practice 
in temporary offices at James Cond Build- 
ing, Charlotte-street, Birmingham, 3. 

Mr. Srantey C. Ramsgy, F.R.I.B.A., 
formerly of 46, Gt. Russell-street, W.C.1, 
and Messrs. Keith Murray and C. §8. 
White, FF.R.I.B.A., formerly of 19, 
Russell-square, W.C.1, have taken offices 
at 32, Wigmore-street, W.1. They will 
practise under the style of Ramsey, 
Murray and White. : 

Mr. Eustace H. Burton, R.W.A. 
F.R.1.B.A., has removed his office to 
23, Berkeley-square, Bristol, 8. Tele- 
phone 23638. 

Mr. Cecu F. Baker, F.S.I., has recom- 
menced practice, and his Eastbourne 
address is 51, Gildredge-road. Telephone, 
Eastbourne 629. 

Mr. Leo Durnin, Dip. Arch.(Aberdeen), 
A.R.1.B.A., has resigned his appointment 
as Assistant City Architect, Aberdeen, 
and has commenced practice at Amicable 
House, 252, Union-street, Aberdeen. He 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues, 
etc. : 

Mr. Norman SrepHen, Dip. Arch. (Aber- 
deen), A.R.I.B.A., who has been Assistant 
Architect, with the Town Council of Aber- 
deen for the past ten years, has been 
appointed Assistant City Architect. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, November 1, 1845. Price 3d. 

M.P.s anp Rattways. It is said that 
some M.P.s have taken one or two shares 
in each of the new lines of railway simply 
with the view of avoiding to serve on com- 
mittees ; we can’t wonder at it. Last year 
must have fagged many, and this year the 
prospect is worse. 


FIG. 2.—_SUGGESTED TREATMENT OF THE NEW 
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THE FUTURE COVENTRY 


Tue issue of a well-illustrated publica- 
tion describing the proposals for the recon- 
struction of the City of Coventry contains 
many features which are of very great 
interest to those concerned with this 
development, and also to all who are in- 
terested in replanning generally. While 
many \of its features are carefully studied, 
and have also imaginative merit, the 
scheme as a whole is open to criticism in 
several respects. The old centre of Coven- 
try dated from medieval times, and though 


_ the severe destruction justifies very drastic 


revisions to meet the demand of its present 
purpose as the hub of.a city containing a 
quarter of a million inhabitants, some 
doubts may arise when it is laid down that 
while ‘‘ in most cases the new planning 
proposals do not disturb ancient buildings 
which have architectural merit, rather 
should they have the effect of displaying 
them to greater advantage.’’ It has been 
suggested that, where disturbed, ‘‘ they 
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should be rebuilt and grouped in close 
proximity to others of their kind, and so 
provide a small living museum of medieval 
city development.’’ The last thing this 
would be is a “‘ living’? museum of the 
medieval city. 

The plan, in fact, detaches the old build- 
ings retained so completely from their sur- 
roundings that they might as well be 
examples under a glass case in a museum, 
and no attempt is made to qualify the 
grouping of the new work in proximity to 
them. It must h2 accepted that the prob- 
lem here is a difficult one; the general 
scheme must be very different from the old 
plan, and to a large extent the new one 
fulfils the demands admirably, with many 
features based on sound and _ logical 
reasoning. At the same time, almost the 
same degree of systematic and spacious 
planning might have been achieved with 
more consideration to the previous con- 
formation of the city. This is particularly 





BROADGATE, COVENTRY, AS VIEWED FROM TRINITY CHURCH. 
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noticeable in the alignment of the great 
inner ring road, which looks more like a 
diagram than a plan, and makes little 
attempt at co-ordination with the areas it 
passes through. : 

The very comprehensive reconstruction 
that the plan visualises is best justified in 
the western part of the centre where the 
destruction has been more general than 
elsewhere, and the plan for this-as a busi- 
ness and shopping “‘ precinct ’’ has many 
good points (see Sigs 1 and 2). It will 
be noticed that the road crossing this area 
from north to south is provided with sub- 
ways for footway passengers, and that the 
main avenue, for these only, is aligned on 
the Cathedral spire, which is to remain as 
the western feature of the cathedral as 
replanned. Road access to the oe 
on either side is provided at the back wit 
liberal provision for parking cars. The 
replanning of the eastern area, apart from 
the good grouping of the civic centre, is 
less happy; the amount of open space, 
however desirable in itself, does not en- 
hance to the extent it might the effect 
of the blocks of building distributed about 
it. Neither the dignity of formal planning, 
nor the interest of a more traditional and 
‘* accidental ’’ arrangement, is secured. It 
is here that further consideration might 
have produced a scheme that would have 
retained more of the character of the old 
town without detriment to the necessary 
revisions in the road plan. 

Passing from this central plan to the 
programme for the outer zone extending 
for a radius of between three and four 
miles outside, it will be found that the 
appropriate development for the area has 
been given exhaustive study. The pro- 
vision of a ring road at a distance of about 
a mile from the centre has been found 
practicable, and the good outer by-pass to 
the south and west of the city is com- 
pleted by additional arterial roads to the 
east and north. The existing radial routes 
are improved by one or two additions, 
bringing them up to twelve in all. Around 
Coventry much of -the land has a good 
agricultural value and an attractive scenic 
character ; it is desired that this should be 
preserved to the maximum extent possible, 
particularly towards the west, where sub- 
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urban growth from Birmingham might lead 
to something like agglomeration, and to 
the south, where the area adjoins Kenil- 
worth, which is an established residential 
group. The demand for sites by large- 
scale industrial concerns, and the workers 
in them, renders this aspect of the prob- 
lem of especial importance, and careful 
attention has been given to the zoning of 
these. Most of the existing factories are 
ranged around the city within about two 
miles of the centre, but further allocations 
stretch westward along the main railwa 

line to Birmingham and north-eastward, 
also served by rail and canal, while a third 
group is indicated around the Baginton 
Airport to the south-east. Part of the 
north-east industrial area is planned as a 
trading estate for smaller scale manufac- 
turing, served by the Longford Power 
Station. (See Fig. 3.) 

Thé general distribution for housing is also 
envisaged, including multi-storeyed flats 
near the centre, and neighbourhood units 
on the outskirts of the city! One of the 
latter, proposed to be placed amidst a 
well-wooded area to the west, is shown in 
a plan which includes a new Municipal Hos- 
pital, delightfully placed among the trees, 
and a large-scale secondary school. By 
reason of its proximity to the western 
industrial group, this Tile Hill section 
seems destined to become an important 
subsidiary centre. 

Illustrations of the experimental houses 
designed by Mr. D. E. E. Gibson, the City 
Architect, are included in this publication ; 
these are‘most skilfully planned, and would 
certainly be very poraer. Examples from 
various parts of the country are also illus- 
trated as useful in affording hints as to 
the more desirable forms of development 
under various conditions, 


Taking it as a whole, so much of value 
and interest is included in the brochure 
that it is with some regret that certain 
features in it have evoked adverse criti- 
cism, but there are so many aspects affect- 
ing the technique of planning and recon- 
struction that the balance between them is 
unlikely to be adjudged on uniform lines 
by all those who have interested themselves 
in these subjects, 
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EXPERIMENTAL 
HOUSES, COVENTRY 


In 1942 THE CoveNTRY HovusING Com- 
MITTEE instructed the City Architect, Mr. 
D.. Bs Gibson, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., to prepare designs for two 
houses of experimental construction with 
a view to making a thorough research into 
new methods and materials. At the same 
time Radiation, Ltd., expressed a wish 
to interest themselves in two houses de- 
monstrating the desirability and _ suita- 
bility of the use of gas and coke for 
domestic cooking, space heating, hot- 
water supply, washing and clothes dry- 
ing, and this company, in close collabora- 
tion with the City Architect and his de- 
partment, developed the aim of centrali- 
sation of the essential services, incor- 
porating short insulated hot-water pipe 
runs and insulation of the house struc- 
ture, to a point which enabled this prin- 
ciple to be incorporated in the dwellings. 

With the encouragement of the Hous- 
ing Committee (under the able chairman- 
ship of Councillor Harry Weston, and 
later of Councillor Mrs. Corrie) the City 
Architectural Department set to work to 
produce a house which would embody :— 

1. Construction which is both designed 
and produced in a scientific manner; -2. 
The use of the right materials in theright 
place; 3. Carefully chosen finishes; and 
4. The incorporation of such labour- 
saving devices as were considered eco- 
nomically possible. 

The planning of the house centres on 
the prefabricated plumbing duct in which 
all the services, flues and waste pipes are 
located for easy access, economy, and free- 
dom from frost effects. The external 
walls are built up in three distinct sec- 
tions: (1) a steel frame to act as the 
load-bearing member; (2) an external 
cladding to act as a watershed; and (3) 
an internal lining to — insulation 
and decoration. The framework (details 
of which were designed by Tubewrights, 
Ltd.) consists of light tubular steel mem- 
bers welded into units, with uprights at 
3-ft. centres, and beams and roof trusses 
having a clear span of 21 ft., leaving the 
interior of the house to be planned quite 
freely and er ae ge ge The structure 
is so designed that the stresses and loads 
are transmitted to the four braced corners 
set on precast corner foundations, all site 
concrete being eliminated. It issnotable 
that dry construction is used through- 
out, and the saving in erection time is 
considerable. Externally the steel frame 
is clad with 3 ft. by 1 ft. 4 in. by 14 in. 
thick rough-textured concrete slabs ex- 
tending to the underside of the first floor 
windows, the joints being finished with 
cream pointing. Cream asbestos cement 
ribbed sheets at first-floor window level 
complete the outside cladding. (It 
should be noted that a variety of alterna- 
tive claddings of different textures can 
easily be applied.) The internal lining 
consists of 3 ft. wide wooden:framed units 
filled with an insulating material and 
faced with 3 in. plasterboard. These 
units are wedged into position between 
channels at the floor and ceiling. | The 
thermal insulation value claimed for this 
form a wall construction is higher than 
that of 224 in. of brickwork. 

The ground floor is suspended and con- 
sists of 13 in. thick concrete slabs, the 
reinforcement of which is galvanised and 
projects on the underside, resulting in 
a considerable weight reduction. The 
slabs are covered with 4 in. cork lino on 
a mastic. Above, there are 1$ in. thick 
built-up plywood first-floor units, de- 
livered to the site in 1 ft. by 6 ft. panels. 
These are insulated from the steel beams 
by pads of felt. The ceilings are formed 
of 4 in. plasterboard on timber-framed 
units which are secured to the underside 
of the tubular floor beams or the roof 
trusses. The roof-covering (pitch 11 deg.) 
is of asbestos-cement ‘‘ Trafford Tile”’ 
sheeting, insulated with quilted glass silk. 
Moulded asbestos-cement eaves and gable- 
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LEFT-HAND HOUSE OF PAIR. FUEL AND W.C. UNIT ON LEFT. 
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end soffits are bolted to the overhang- 
ing trusses and to the steel frame, and 
gutters and rainwater pipes are in the 
same Material to avoid painting and 
maintenance. The staircase is of open 
construction with oak treads sup- 
ported on tubular steel. The plumb- 
ing duct is prefabricated in two 
sections. The waste disposal arrange- 
ment is a one-pipe unventilated 
system with very carefully designed 
relation between the diameter and 
amount of fall in the waste pipés. 
All pipework is in copper and 
joints are of the capillary solder- 
ing type. The tWo units are delivered 
to the site complete. It only remains 
for the plumber on the site to com- 
plete the union of the two sections and 
connect to the traps of the various 
fittings. 

A garage has been incorporated with 
this housing experiment. 


Fittincs.—The space and hot-water 
heating of the house are effected by a 
specially designed Radiation slow- 
combustion stove with back boiler 
situated in the living-room in an ano- 
dised aluminium surround. A Radia- 
tion gas cooker and a 14 cu. ft. 
‘* Blectrolux ” gas refrigerator are in- 
stalled in the kitchen. In summer, a 
gas circulator heats the water. Fitted 
wardrobes in the main bedrooms, hall- 
stand, utensil cupboards, ventilated 
larder, kitchen worktop and dry goods 
storage, and a meter cupboard are all 
built-in as integral parts of the house, 
and were supplied by Peerless Built- 
in Furniture, Ltd., of Perivale, 
Middlesex. Gas, electricity, water 
(and, if need be, telephone) services 
are all laid in a common excavation. 


DONALD E. E. GIBSON, M.A., A.R.1.B.A., CITY ARCHITECT. 
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THE PREFABRICATED STAIRCASE. PREFABRICATED PLUMBING DUCT (LOWER PART). 


EXPERIMENTAL HOUSES, COVENTRY. DONALD E. E. GIBSON, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., CITY ARCHITECT. 
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DEVELOPMENT AMONG 
THE MOUNTAINS 


Ir is gratifying to see that the National 
Trust and the Forestry Commissioners 
seem to be coming to terms over the 
methods of afforestation in mountainous 
regions, as exemplified in the proposals 
for the treatment of the Hardknott area 
between the valley of the upper Esk and 
that of the River Duddon, embracing 
some very fine mountain scenery regarded 
as highly important to the amenities of 
that part of the Lake district lying just 
south of Sca Fell. 

The actual proposals* for dealing with 
the area are that some acres of 
Forestry Commission land are by the 
terms of a Deed of Covenant between the 
Commissioners and the National Trust to 
be retained in their present natural state, 
and the public will have reasonable access 
to the 5,000 acres of higher fell land 
which is unplantable. A further portion 
of the Hardknott Forest area is to be 
treated as a National Forest Park, and 
the Committee, whose report is now before 
us, was appointed to advise as to what 
steps should be taken thus to utilise this 
area. A large number of other societies 
have given evidence or submitted state- 
ments, so it is felt that practically all 
aspects of the case have received con- 
sideration. The area is not penetrated by 
motor roads and it is not suggested that 
any of these should be extended into it; 
the use by the visiting public is mainly 
for mountaineers and fell walkers, as it is 
an essential part of the mountain play- 

round of the Lake District ; it will a 
ore nearly-all be kept in its pristine con- 
dition and the continuance of sheep farm- 
ing is consonant with the interests of 
amenity and the public. 

The land to be planted will be inter- 
sected liberally by forest rides; by means 
of which access will be secured, subject, 
however, to seasonal restrictions neces- 
sary for the protection of young plantings. 
The endeavour will be made to follow th 
routes most favoured in the past, and it 
is intended to mark them by unobtrusive 
wooden finger posts. Special attention is 
to be devoted to the cs of the 
species of trees that will give the best 
effect with good 
* Report of the National Forest Park Com- 


mittee (Hardknott), H.M. Stationery Office, 
1945. 6d. 
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forestry, avoiding hard outline edges and 
following natural contours. View points 
will be left unplanted and so much of the 
surrounding land as will keep the views 
unobstructed; the skylines will be pre- 
served and close proximity to the banks 
of streams and to rock formations will be 
avoided. On these various points the de- 
tails are to be determined in consultation 
with representatives of the National Trust 
or the C.P.R.E. 

The bodies interested do not favour the 
establishment of camping sites which 
would involve the erection of buildings, 
but consider there would be little objection 
to the setting out of sites for light camp- 
ing and facilities for these could be pro- 
vided, preferably on the lower ground not 
too far from existing farmhouses, where 
the necessary facilities for sanitation, water 
supply, etc., could be provided by adapta- 
tion of existing buildings, or by unobtru- 
sive ones near at hand. In any case, all 
structures needed within the area for farm 
purposes or forest workers’ cottages should 
conform as far as possible to the local 
tradition and be in keeping with the 
character of the countryside. 

Near the western boundary of the area 
is a well-preserved Roman Fort (with a 
parade ground), which is scheduled as an 
Ancient Monument; this is largely hid- 
den by vegetation and as it is within the 
National Forest Park it is recommended 
that the Commissioners should make 
representations to the Ministry of Works 
that they should re-examine it, with any 
necessary éxcavations, so that its interest 
to the public should be more obvious. The 
Roman Road crossing this area is not 
defined throughout its course, but it 
should also be scheduled, and expert deci- 
sions taken as to its preservation and the 
desirability of leaving open to inspection 
various sections. Its route should be 
established, so that no planting is done on 
or close to it. 

Other matters, such as the maintenance 
and preservation of ancient stepping 
stones, together with bye-laws on the lines 
of those for other National Forest Parks, 
are laid down by the Committee. The 
work done by the Committee offers an 
admirable example of the right type of 
procedure in order to reconcile all the con- 
flicting interests involved, in view of the 
preservation of all the amenities with the 
minimum disadvantage to. the economic 
requirements. 
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THE POPLAR HOSPITAL, E 14 

WE publish a perspective drawing 
illustrating proposals for the rebuild- 
ing of the Poplar Hospital in East 
India Dock-road. In the left fore- 
ground is shown the existing nurses’ 
home with extension westward, and 
north of the nurses’ home is the 
existing building of the out-patient 
department. The wards and other 
departments of the hospital will be 
placed in the new building of six- 
storey height. 

The scheme has yet to be approved 
by the King Edward Hospital Fund 
and other authorities. The architect 
is Mr. T. E. Heysham, F.R.I.B.A. 
The drawing, the work of Mr. R. C. 
White-Cooper, is given on page 350. 


HOUSES AT CROXLEY GREEN 
AND BOXMOOR 


Tuese houses (illustrated on page 351) 
are the first of a batch of 250 ‘“‘ private 
enterprise ’’ houses which are to be 
erected at Croxley Green and Box- 
moor. Each house has a floor area of 
under 900 sq. ft. and will be available for 
the Government grant. The planning is 
simple and direct, special attention having 
been given to labour saviug and ezonemy 
in heating. There is only one brick flue 
to each house; this is placed centrally and 
provides for space heating in the sitting- 
room, hot-water supply, and convected air 
to the two main bedrooms. Electric or gas 
water heating will he available for summer 
use. There is ample cupboard accommoda- 
tion, and kitchen fittings, etc., will be on 
the unit system. The construction will 
be on traditional lines, il-in. cavity walls 
and clay pantile roofs; ground floors will 
be ‘‘ solid ’’ type and the first floors will 
be ‘‘ precast’ type; a suitable jointless 
flooring will be used. "Windows and door 
frames throughout will be in_ steel. 
Drainage will be on the “ one-pipe’’ sys- 
tem, and all soil pipes, etc., will be 
enclosed in a duct within each house; six 
or eight houses will be connected to one 
service drain at the rear. It is hoped to 
make a start on the first 62 houses before 
the end of the year. The architect is Mr. 
John Leech, F.R.I.B.A. 





- COMPETITION NEWS 


Housing Scheme, Westminster. 


Details of the architectural competition 
for the Pimlico housing scheme, promoted 
by the City of Westminster, have been 
given in The Builder for October 12. 
Conditions are now available, and the site 
plan reproduced shows the extent of the 
scheme. The Council propose to develop 
eventually the whole of the 31 acres, but 
will make a start on Section 1, a site of 
about 9.3 acres. Competitors will be 
asked, however, to lay out the whole 
building site for working-class flats with 
certain special buildings. Costs for Sec- 
tion 1 are to be calculated on March, 1939, 
prices, plus 80 per cent. The assessor is 
Mr. Stanley Ramsey, F.R.I.B.A., and 
conditions are obtainable (on deposit of 
£3 3s.) from Sir Parker Morris, Town 
Clerk, Westminster City Hall, Charing 
Cross-road, W.C.2, to whom questions 
must be addressed by November 30. The 
closing date is March 31, 1946. The 
deposit is returnable under certain condi- 
tions. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional und other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 

Estate Agents and W.D. Surveying. 

To tae Eprtor or The Builder. 

Sm,—A matter has come to my notice 
which should, I feel, be drawn to the 
attention of your readers. A firm of estate 
agents sought my services to visit bomb- 
damaged properties, make surveys of the 
damage, and prepare specifications and 
any necessary estimates. Upon seeking 
information as to terms, I was offered 
334 per cent. of the fees allowed by the 
War Damage Commission! Not being out 
of work or down at heel, and having no 
wish to be a nursemaid to babies of estate 
agents, my refusal of such terms was 
couched in perfectly plain English. I was 
informed that. other qualified surveyors 
work on these terms (more fools they) and 
that the services which I have specified 
only represented a part of the work, there 
being typing and negotiations to be done 
—evidently considered to be worth 
663 per cent. of the fees! 

Apart from this inadequacy of fees— 
which will be well appreciated by all 
qualified men who undertake such work— 
there is the principle involved that it re- 
quires a well-trained architect or building 
surveyor to inspect work during progress 
and to check builders’ accounts; as a 
general rule estate agents have neither the 
knowledge, nor have many of them 
efficient staff, capable of carrying out the 
onerous duties arising from War Damage 
repairs and reconstruction. 


R. V. Bovenuton, A.I.Struct.E. 
Streatham, 8.W.16. 


Bonus and Output: A Correction. 
To rHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—In your issue of October 26 the 
report of a recent joint meeting of the 
Federation of Master Builders and the 
Distributors of Builders’ Supplies Joint 
Council contained a reply by the Secretary 
of the former body to the effect that ‘‘ The 
imposition of the Essential Work Order 
and Uniformity Agreement had had a 
detrimental effect on production rag 
and that ‘“‘ The Uniformity Agreement ha 
introduced the bonus principle.” 

It is necessary to point out that : (1) The 
Uniformity Agreement has had no con- 
nection whatever with bonus payments ; 
(2) there is nothing in the Uniformity 
Agreement which could, even indirectly, 
affect the speed of production; (3) the 
Uniformity Agreement was not “ im- 
posed,”’ having been negotiated (in the 
Dunkirk serio’) by the organisations of 
employers and operatives recognised by the 
Government as representing the industry. 

I. Ernest JONEs, 
Building and Civil Engineering Industries 
Uniformity Agreement Joint Board. 
82, New Cavendish-street, W.1. 


Refresher Courses for Builders. 
To THE Epiror or The Builder. 

Srr,—I would like to endorse many of 
the remarks by Cmdr. Purkiss, 
especially those in the third paragraph of 
his letter in your issue of October 19. 

I have recently been released, having in 
pre-war days been in business on my own 
account, and now I can find no “ organ- 
ised’? method whereby I can _ collect 
quickly essential information as_ to 
‘* happenings ”’ (e.g., E.W.O., P.A.Y.E., 
Uniformity, etc.) during my six years of 
service, three of them overseas. Directors 
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and individuals of various firms with 
whom I have been in contact have invari- 
ably been most helpful, but the Federa- 
tions seem to have arranged nothing.. 


As far back as last December I 

approached the National Federation of 
Registered House-Builders, of which I am 
a member, on this matter. (They have 
been most helpful throughout the war in 
supplying their serving members with 
information as to negotiations with the 
Government, etc., for a purely nominal 
membership fee, but little or no data on 
practical and technical matters.) I then 
suggested that, since most of the earlier 
releases would be of older officers, etc., 
who had in pre-war days attained a certain 
standard of executive (or employer) effici- 
ency, and had in addition given of their 
spare time in the ‘‘T.A.” or one of the 
Reserve Forces, these men would require 
only a refresher course to enable them to 
take their proper place in the industry in 
readiness for the bulk releases of opera- 
tives about six months later. 
‘ My own experience so far has been that 
I have replied to some 15 advertisements 
in this paper in the last three or four 
weeks. One gave me an interview, one 
notified me the post was filled, 13 did not 
even reply despite enclosing stamped 
addressed envelopes. I have also obtained 
some ten interviews by personal calls, etc. 
All these were most helpful—but, and it 
is a very big ‘‘ but’’—pointed out that I 
was completely lacking in recent civil ex- 
perience, especially estimating—a fact of 
which I was fully aware, and the very 
reason why I was seeking a salaried post, 
which I did not obtain. 

Cannot the national organisations devise 
a scheme whereby we unfortunate ‘‘ early 
birds’ can be prepared to enable us, to 
compete with our contemporaries who, 
having been ‘‘ reserved’ age for age with 
those now being released, have gained the 
experience and thus the jobs? I would 
suggest a four to six weeks’ course at 
some convenient centre or centres under 
Federation auspices at which contractors’ 
senior staff with practical experience 
would tell us where to find information, 
and the practical effects of all war-time 
legislation in costs, output and all kindred 
managerial matters. 

The R.I.B.A. (Career Booklet No. 4) 
have organised this for qualified architects 
so that whilst on paid release leave their 
members can get up to date. Is the build- 
ing industry /ess interested in efficiency 
and to continue to lag behind? 


‘G. M. Linzett (late Major, R.E.). 
31, Pine-walk, Surbiton. 


Demobilisation or Demoralisation ? 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 


Sir,—I notice a very poignant letter to 
the Editor of The Times of October 24, 
relative to the vexed question of demobi- 
lisation. When I use the word ‘‘ vexed ”’ 
I only express in a mild form the feel- 
ings of business managements who are 
writhing under the apparently insensate 
decisions of authorities. 

To many of us manufacturers of goods 
for the building trade, the present posi- 
tion represents not only a deadlock, but 
a soul-killing, nerve-racking and _ alto- 
gether impossible situation. After six 
years of hard labour in the factories the 
firms are 99 per cent. idle, with no hope, 
some of them, of being able to start busi- 
ness for a year or eighteen months. This 
is likely to dead to demoralisation. The 
arrangements in force at the moment are 
altogether inadequate to give the building 
industry a fair chance of starting. 
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It would be of little use for a person to 
make these criticisms without at the same 
time constructively making suggestions as 
to what might be done at once to correct 
the situation, and, after discussing the 
matter with fellow directors, it is pointed 
out that key-men, as mentioned in The 
Times correspondent’s letter, are, in fact, 
the ‘‘ key ”’ of the whole situation. 

These key-men, whatever their age, have 
been in their jobs many years before the 
outbreak of war, and are the men who are 
really responsible not only for the accu- 
racy and specification of the articles manu- 
factured, but for the controlling and 
directing of the workers who cannot pro- 
ceed to manufacture articles by themselves 
alone, and who, without any question and 
in every industry, must be directed by a 
man whose knowledge and experience are 
adequate. Without its own particular 
key-men a manufacturing business is like 
a rudderless ship. 

In further constructive suggestion it is 
hoped that the Minister of Labour will see 
his way clear to reconsider the questign of 
the immediate demobilisation of these 
key-men, whatever their age and length of 
service, many of them kept out of the 
Forces against their will for years be- 
cause of their value to the manufacturers 
of war goods. Proper and adequate safe- 
guards could be easily propounded, and 
this letter to you, sir, is couched in terms 
which arise from a sincere impulse and 
with a long-standing knowledge of the 
immediate requirements of managements. 


Tuomas J. Espon, 
FOR Espon’s. 


56, Peddington-lane, Croydon. 


R.I.B.A. 


MEMBERSHIP. 
On Tuesday, October 16, the following 
members were elected :— 


As Fettows (23): J. T. Alliston, M.A. (Lieut.- 
Col., R.E.) (Cambridge); G. LL. Broadbent 
(Nottingham); F. Chippindale, Dip.Arch.Leeds 
(Leicester); H. vara | (Chelmsford); E. L. W. 
Davies (London); H. T. Dyer ending): Fr W. 
East_ (Croydon); E.. A. mpthill) ; 
F. F. Howard (W i » R.A.F.V.R.) 
(Brighton); D._ F. (Norwich) ; 
C. L. Morris (Pinner); V. L. Nash (Cardiff); 
L. Osman, B.A.(Arch.) (Edenbridge); N. L. 
Reece ae Z. Sirotkin, A.A.Dipl. (Lon- 
don); L. J. Wood (Capt., R.E.)} (Derby); J. A. 
Allan. (Portsoy); F. D, Danvers (London); 
H. N. Edwards (Cardiff); R. B. Urquhart 
(London); J. B. Wride (Cardiff); R. G. Cox 
(Birmingham). (Overseas): R. L. Gehlote 
(Jaipur City). 

As Associates (23): G. A. Bowyer (Regent- 
street Poly.); T. Coulton (University of Liver- 
pool); R. H. Davies (A.A.); H. Drake, Dip.Arch. 
(Sheffield); L. A. J. Heywood (Exeter); K. A. 
Jones (Leeds School of Architecture); F. W. 
Lancaster (London); J. N. Lewis (Regent-street 
Poly.); D. McK. Stewart, DipArch«Edin.); 

; F. R. Thorne (Bir- 

; M. E. .A.). (Overseas) : 

. T. Blythe (Hobart); E. W. Collins (Lieut., 

-.) (Colombo); J. B. aeinect (Bombay) ; 

, , B.Arch. (Johannesburg); R. A. C. 

Lewis, B.Arch. (McGill University); D. S. 

Littlemore_ (Sydney, NS.W.); D. G. rter, 

B.Arch. (University College, Auckland, . N.Z.); 

W. R. Schaerer (Johannesburg); D. V. Tarapore 

(Bombay); R. L. Thorpe (Auckland, N.Z.); and 
Cc. C. Tilley (Bulawayo). 

As Licentiates (30): F. E. F. Atkinson (Lon- 
don); 8. J. F, F. Bassett (Aberdeen); W. A 
Bassett (Tonbridge); D. W. Baxter, Jun. (Ca 
(Dundee); F. H. Bull (Birmingham) ; . 
Campbell (Captain, R.E.) (AyD): ; C. W. Craske 
(Newmarket); H. R. H. Eades (Guildford) ; 
A. Feldman (Hove, Sussex); A. R. Forsyth 
(Gosforth); L, M. Gates (London); G. Hart- 
ington (Manchester); E. G. Hearnden (Liver- 
pool); D. B. Joy (London); C. D. McIntosh 
(Warrington); A. Mason (London); A. W 
Mullins (Woodb ; H. E. Olle (Ganterb 
A. G. Oxland Molton); H. 

a Pye (Blackpool); T 
(Hawick) ; 


Robertson (Edinburgh); W. 
J. B. Shaw, J.P. piotingham):; B. Silvester 
(London); J. H. R. J. Stevens (Aylesbury); 
W. F. J. Sutton (London); and A. Taylor 
(Derby). 


ury) ; 
Peebles 
. ( . W._ Reid 
G. K. Richardson (Leeds); D. D. 
Salmond (Belfast) ; 
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REBUILDING GREAT BRITAIN 


HOUSING AS. PART OF CENERAL 
‘ PROGRAMME. 

A puea for the consideration of housing 
as part of the general building problem 
«facing the country was made on Octo- 
ber 29 by Mr. J. S. Gatsrarrn, Presi- 
dent of-the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, at a builders’ dinner in Hounslow. 
He said that the actual problem of hous- 
ing should be considered under the fol- 
lowing headings: (1) The restoration or 
rehabilitation of those houses and other 
dwelling-places damaged by enemy action. 
(2) The replacement of those properties 
destroyed by the same means. (3) The 
provision of living accommodation for 
those without it. (4) The replacement of 
obsolete property by new and the raising. 
of the general standard. (5) The making- 
up of the arrears of maintenance, now long 
overdue'in many cases, to prevent further 
decay. 

Had anybody, he asked, attempted to 
define the respective priority of these 
needs; if not, how could they be carried 
out in an orderly fashion? But. other 
buildings had been damaged or destroyed 
by enemy action. These included fac- 
tories, workshops, offices and shops, schools 
and other: educationa] establishments, 
churches, libraries and 6ther similar build- 
ings, hospitals, nurseries, clinics, etc., 
public-houses, cinemas, theatres, Govern- 
ment and other’ public buildings, to say 
nothing of the House of Commons. More- 
over, there were vast arrears of mainten- 
ance to these buildings to be carried out. 
Finally, the needs arising from the resiting 
of industry, replanning and the normal 
expansion of the country, to say nothing 
of the considerable building works re- 
quired to house the new departments 
which are constantly being set up, or were 
in prospect, or the considerable extension 
of education establishments. 

‘* These,’ said Mr. Galbraith, ‘‘ are 
the problems that face the building indus- 
try to-day. Sooner or later they must be 
solved. eir solution will call for fore- 
sight and planning of a high degree, and 
will demand endless patience from the 
general public. In the first place, I 
should like to see the Government prepare 
a carefully considered and orderly pro- 
gramme of the building needs of the 
country during the next few years, based 
on the labour ‘and materials immediately 
available and taking into account those 
likely to become available. Such a pro- 
gramme must be nation-wide in its scope, 
but it must take into account the particu- 
lar needs of particular towns and districts. 
Obviously, London and other badly blitzed 
places present an entirely different prob- 
lem from those which arg undamaged. 

‘‘The plan should provide for the full 
employment of all the resources available, 
both employer and employee. It should 
be‘carried out under the direction of fully 

_ qualified professional. and other properly 
trained individuals, and in its actual exe- 
eution should be free of Government or 
local interference. There should be as 
little direction: of labour as is possible, 
Once the plans were made the Govern- 
ment should not deviate from them, except 
in most exceptional circumstances. It 
would then be the duty of the employers 
to strain every nerve to attain high effi- 
ciency, to see that thé work was economic- 
ally and expeditiously carried out, and to 
ensure that there were sufficient properly 
trained craftsmen in ‘the trade, and being 
indentured as apprentices, to carry out 
the work, and also that there were suff-. 
cient and adequately trained management 
staffs to plan its execution. 
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‘‘Our duty as employers is clear. We 
can provide the country with those things 
needful to its life. But let us not omit 


‘ to tell the country that it can have what 


it likes, always provided it is within the 
bounds of practicability and provided it 
is willing to pay the price. If we are to 
live, we must work and work harder than 
we have ever worked: before. Then, if we 
do, and only then, shall we inherit the 
earth. We want a new outlook, and we 
might do worse than listen to the 
Psalmist—‘ Except the Lord build the 
house, their labour is vain that built it.’ ” 


THE INSTITUTE OF 
QUANTITY SURVEYORS 


AvpREssinG the fifth annual meeting of 
this Institute at Terminal House, S.W.1, 
the President, Mr. A. C. Remnant, 
F.L.Q.S., F.F.A.S., announced that mem- 
bership of the Institute was 611, and it 
was gratifying to note the increasing 
number of students included in ‘this total. 

It was proposed to obtain offices in 
London, suitable for new headquarters, as 
soon as possible. Such accommodation was 
not easily found at the present time, and 
until suitable premises were obtained the 
headquarters of the Institute would remain 
at Wolverhampton. 

The following were elected :— 

President: Mr. A. C. Remnant, 


S$. (re-elected). 
ylor, 1.Q8., F.F.AS., and Mr. 
. A. L. Tézer, F.I.QS. (re-elected). Council: 
Messrs. H. Fulford, F.1.Q.S., J:° H. Ashford, 
A.1.QS8., A.FS.(Eng.), W. J.C. Martin, 
1.Q.8., H. Mottram, A.I.QS8., L.1.0.B., and 
. Lester, F.I.QS. Branch Representatives on 
uncil: Messrs. W. Clark, F.LQS., A.V.L., 
J. T. Martin, F.1.Q8., B._ Foster, 
. Laing, F.I.Q.8., V. Mace, F.1.QS., 
.O.B., .A.FS.(Eng.),° F.V.1, F. _ Illidge, 
.QS., A. G. Blasby, F.I.QS., F. Horsfall, 
.S. Hon. General Secretary and Treas- 
W. J. Masterman, F.I.QS., F.F.S. 


F.1.QS. 


Vice-Presidents : Mr. F. 


Examinations. 

The Council of the Institute of Quantity 
Surveyors announces that consideration 
will be givén- to applicants to sit for the 
examinations of the Institute who are in, 
or have left, H.M. Armed Forces, with a 
view that those applicants who have been 
embodied for an appreciable length of 
time, which has seriously interrupted their 
professional training, may be granted 
special privileges for attaining the Asso- 
ciate degree of the Institute, upon the 
approval of the Council. 

The privileges granted are as follows :— 
Persons aged 21 years or over, who have 
served in H.M. Forces since 1939 for a 
period of three years or more, may apply 
to sit for the Direct Membership Exam- 
ination of the Institute, the passing of 
which will qualify the applicant for Asso- 
ciate Membership of the - Institute, pro- 
vided that the Council is satisfied that the 
applicant has entered, or will enter, em- 
ployment within the defined membership 
of the Institute. 

Persons who have served in H.M. Forces 
since 1939, for a period of two years or 
more, and who have not taken any Insti- 
tute Examination, may apply direct to sit 
for the intermediate examination of the 
Institute, with exemption from the pre- 
liminary examination, and permission to 
sit for such examination will not be with- 
held provided the Council is satisfied that 
the applicant possesses a reasonable stan- 
dard of education. 

Application forms may be obtained from 
the Hon. General Secretary, the Institute 
of Quantity Surveyors, 5, Leicester-street, 
Wolverhampton, Staffs. The closing date 
for receipt of completed application forms 
for the March, 1946, examinations is 
December 31, 1945. 
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B.i.N.C.’s CURRENT SURVEY. 


“The predominant aspect of the present 
position,’’ states the ‘‘ Building Industries 
Survey,” ‘‘is the proposal of H.M. 
Government, as expressed in «His 
Majesty’s speech from the Throne :— 

“An urgent and‘ vital task of My 

Ministers will be to increase by all prac- 

ticable means the number of homes 

available both in town and country. 

Accordingly, they will organise : the 

resources of the building and manufac- 

turing industries in the most effective 
way to meet the housing and other 
essential building requirements of the 
nation.’ 

“The process of organisation or re- 
organisation needs, however, to be under- , 
taken jointly. The industry can claim to 
be equally as alive to the needs of the 
position as can H.M. Government. It is 
the desire of the industry and of its ancil- 
Jary interests fully to assist the Govern- 
ment in this matter preliminary to the 
undertaking of the larger practical tasks 
involved. The first essential to any mea- 
sure of reorganisation is full mutual con- 
sultation to decide what are matters of 
common concern to the industry as a 
whole and what are the many diverse 
matters coming within the ambit of the 
separate sections of the industry. The 
conception of the complete unity of all 
building effort must be the primary ele- 
ment of the Government’s approach to 
reorganisation in the national interest. 

‘*The second essential of reorganisation 
is unquéstionably the resettlement of the 
industry ‘in the localities. Only by allow- 
ing the localities, particularly the County 
Boroughs and the larger Urban Authori- 
ties, to regather their natural quota of 
building résources will balanced employ- 
ment in the industry and _ properly 
balanced building redevelopment through- 
out the country be achieved. 

“‘H.M. Government can also rest 
assured that the spirit of the industry is 
rapidly changing from a purely utilitarian 
conception of its functions to that of 
national service. Its rugged independ- 
ence is still a priceless national asset, but 


-its impetus is more and more coming to 


be directed towards unified action and 
process. By force of evolution, nowhere 
more clearly expressed than in the work 
of the National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry, both Government and 
industry are tending to follow recogrtised 
spheres of separate but co-ordinated action 
in the national interest. The most urgent 
need of the position, therefore, remains in’ 
the institution of comprehensive machinery 
of collaboration between the Government 
and the building industry. 

‘‘ The detailed essentials of the position 
under any degree of nationally organised 
building production and output will no 
doubt ‘be, in their order of importance : 
stability and expanding employment of 
all the resources of the industry from the 
architect to the labourer; stability of 
contract conditions involving full and un- 
hampered recognition of the functions and 
responsibilities of the respective members 
making up the building team on the job; 
long-term availability of materials ‘and 
security of distribution; more fluid and 
rapid integration of the practical and 
economic results of research; the, avoid- 
ance of over-standardisation and regi- 
mentation of design in building com- 
ponents; low interest rates on, and more 
fluid facilities for, building finance gener- 
ally; and more positive linkage of large 
scale building development with passenger 
transport facilities.” 
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PERMANENT 
PREFABRICATED HOUSES 
M.o.H. RECOMMENDATIONS TO 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

In a Circular (182/45), issued to all hous- 
ing authorities, the Ministry of Health 
state that in order to secure as large an 
output of houses as possible with the avail- 
able resources, consideration has been given 
to arrangements under which the produc- 
tion of permanent houses can be expanded 
by the use of systems of speedy construc- 
tion making less demand than traditional 
methods on site building labour. The 
experiments approved by the Building 
Committee have not yet been completed, 
but sufficient information has been ob- 
tained. to form the opinion that certain 
types of house show promise of suitability 
for production provided manufacturers are 
assured of orders to justify making arrange- 
ments. for large-scale development. <A 
number of further methods are in hand, 
particulars of which will be made available 
at an appropriate stage. 

Until the development groups haye been 
completed, and until the amount of labour 
required to build a traditional house under 
present conditions has been more closely 
determined as the result of experience, 
accurate figures showing the reduction in 
site man-hours to be achieved by the 
selected new methods cannot be accurately: 

iven. However, estimates prepared by 
the Ministry of Works indicate that the 
new methods will demand in site labour 
for all work within the site curtilage from 
50 to 80 per cent. of the traditional accord- 
ing to the degree of prefabrication and 
the conditions on the individual site. In 
addition, the new. methods demand a con 
siderably lower proportion of skilled labour 
and are particularly economic in brick- 
layers and plasterers. The systems are of 
three classes :— 

(1) Wholly prefabricated. The only 
example is pressed steel. The plan for this 
house is inflexible, and in order to secure 
production a considerable initial capital 
expenditure on plant is required.. Pre- 
liminary inquiries have been made by the 
Government from the manufacturers, but 
before a firm order is placed costs and 
specifications will need further investiga- 
tion. e 
such that if production of these houses. is 
to be initiated it should be undertaken by 
central order, and if there is a sufficient 
demand, and costs and. specifications are 
satisfactory, the Government will place 
such an order. Brief construction details 
given are: lLoad-bearing pressed steel 
panels, 3 ft. 6 in. wide by 8 ft. high; dry 
internal lining and. ceilings; steel roof; 
lan inflexible; components—Ministry of 
Works design, 

(2) Steel framed—i.e., B.IS.F. (A), 
Braithwaite, Hill, Howard. In these cases 
the Government are of-opinion that pro- 
duction can be best organised and economy 
achieved by bulk orders of the complete 
structure or of structural elements. The; 
will decide on the measures required t 
ensure the supply and proper distribution 
of the houses in the light of the demand 
from local authorities. It will be noted 
that owing to their relative inflexibility 
some of these houses will have, in the first 
instance at any rate, to be’ supplied on 

, standard plans. 

(3) Concrete—poured or in precast units 
which are readily available in various 
forms. The instances are Kasiform, Airey 
and Orlit. These systems are more flexible 
in regard to plans, but it is considered 
that it will be advantageous, though not 
essential, for local authorities where pos- 
sible also to employ standard plans since 
the necessary working drawings and other 


The circumstances are, therefore, _ 
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technical papers will be immediately avail- 
able, thus reducing the load on the tech- 
nical staffs, both of the local authorities 
and of the manufacturers. 

Full-size models of houses, on the stan- 

dard plans have been erected in London at 
the Alexandra Palace, and are now open 
to inspection by’ representatives of loca 
authorities on application for permits from 
the Ministry. ‘Inquiries on these points 
should be addressed to Mr. E. W. Ablett, 
Room 370C, Caxton House, Tothill-street, 
§$.W.1. (Telephone No.: Victoria 8540, 
ext. 136.) ~ ; 
* It is now desired to ascertain from local 
authorities by November 15 the probabl2 
demand for these various types of house. 
No figures of cost can be given at present, 
but local authorities should consider the 
matter on the assumption that the cost in 
all cases will be comparable with the pre- 
sent cost of houses of traditional construc- 
tion.’ The houses would be eligible for loan 
sanction and subsidy on the same basis 
as houses of traditional construction built 
by the local authorities. So far as houses 
in the third category are concerned, it will 
be open to local authorities to proceed at 
once to invite tenders and negotiate prices 
and to submit them to the Niinistey for 
approval, but before taking such action 
the Minister should be informed so that 
arrangements may be made for supply of 
materials, * 


OBITUARY 


John Newton, A.R.1.B.A. 

Tue death has taken place in his 71st 
year of Mr. John Newton, A.R.I.B.A., late 
of Admiralty and Air Ministry. He had 
been superintending engineer and. Director 
of the R.A.F. Works and Buildings De- 
partment of 8.E. District, Kidbrook. 
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PURCHASE. TAX 
EXEMPTION FROM PURCHASE TAX 
OF CERTAIN DOMESTIC APPLIANCES. 

THe Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise state (Notice 78D) that by Resolu- 
tion of the House of Commons, the 
following goods are to be exempted from 
Purchase Tax :— 

(1) Domestic cooking, space heating 
and water heating appliances of the 
following descriptions, namely—stoves, 
grates, ranges and fireplaces, boiling 
rings, grillers and hot plates, radiators 
and convectors, ‘instantaneous water 
heaters, immersion water heaters and 
storage water heaters, and wash boilers 
and wash coppers. 

(2) Parts of such stoves, grates, ranges 
and fireplaces as aforesaid. 

(3) Domestic refrigerators. 

_ The exemption affects a range of goods 
in Class 7 (b) of Notice No. 78 (July, 1944) 
and also certain goods in Class 9 (a). The 
appliances specified in paragraph 1 (1) are 
exempt if of a kind used for cooking, 
space (e.g., room or corridor) heating or 
for water heating. Domestic. cooking, 
space heating and water heating 
appliances which are not of the specified 
descriptions remain chargeable with tax 
at the rates shown in Notice No. 78. 

Among the exempt appliances are: Indepen- 
dent central heating and hot-water supply 
boilers heated by gas, solid fuel; or liquid fuel; 
geysers, single and multi-point; circulator water 
heaters; calorifiers; heated towel rails: gas and 
electric fires; panel and tubular room heaters: 
ice-boxes. ; 

The following are examples of articles which 
are not exempt: Articles not themselves fall- 
ing within the terms of the exemption which 
incorporate components that would be exempt 
as separate articles—e.g., hollow-ware cooking 
utensils incorporating boiling rings; drymg 
cabinets and air-conditioning appliances incor- 
porating convector heaters; washing machines 
incorporating wash-boilers; ice-cream machines 

Accessories for exempt stoves, etc., when sup- 
plied separately—e.g., fuel economisers: stove 
cover lifters; trivets; curbs; Dutch ovens gas- 


_ cooker lighters; gas pokers. 


““ Fuelless Cookers ”’—e.g., hay boxes and 
other heat conservation appliances. 

Electric kettles and other culinary hollow-ware, 
whether fitted with heating elements or not. 
toasters; waffle-plates ;*coffee roasterss dish and 
food warmers employing water as the heating 
medium. 

Irons and ironing’ machines; dish washers; 
bed warming appliances, such as heating pads, 
bottles and blankets; curling tongs and 
heaters therefor; hair dryers; radiant heat 
lamps, sun‘ lamps, ultra-violet lamps, infra-red 
generators, and similar apparatus. 

The exemption applies to goods which 
are delivered on sale, or appropriated to 
retail trade or similar purposes, on or 
after October 24, 1945, and to imported 
goods which are entered with the Customs 
or delivered from bonded warehouse for 
home consumption on or after that date. 
In the case of sales by registered to un- 
registered persons exemption depends on 
the date of. actual despatch of the goods 
and not.on the date when the contract of 
sale was made or the goods wére invoiced. 

It is proposed to include a provision in 
the Finance Bill enabling buyers under 


, purchases made before October 24th, 1945, 


to obtain in the absence of agreement to 
the contrary, the benefit of this exemption 
if such benefit has accrued to their 
suppliers. 

No rebate of tax can be allowed on 
goods which have been delivered before. 
October 24th, 1945, by a registered person 
under a taxable sale, or on goods which 
have been appropriated by a registered 
person before that date to retail trade or 
other taxable purposes, e.g., office use or 
hire purchase. It is not open to regis- 
tered persons to take goods back from 
retailers or from their own retail branches 
and claim a rebate of tax in respect of 
a with a view to their redelivery free 
of tax. ’ 


New Director, F.B.1. 

Sir Guy Locock, C.M.G., has resigned 
his position as director of the Federation 
of British Industries, and Mr. N. V. 
Kipping, J.P., M.I.E.E., M.I.P.E., has 
been appointed as his successor. ; 
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IN. PARLIAMENT 


Sites, Tenders and Plans. 

In reply to Mr. Prescorr, Mr. Brvan 
said that by September 30, 1945, local - 
authorities in England and Wales. had 
received aopeness to the acquisition for 
permanent houses of sites totalling 67,900 
acres, of which 32,200 acres had been 
acquired. At.an average density. of 10 
houses to the acre thése sites would be 
sufficient for 679,000 and 322,000 houses, 
respectively. 

Mr. Prescott asked the Minister. of 
Health if he would state, as at the most 
recent convenient date and with regard 
to England and Wales, the average, 
highest and lowest, of the approved ten- 
ders for local authority houses per super- 
ficial foot; and the average of approved 
tenders for such houses per superficial 
foot in 1938. 

Mr. Bevan said that in the period of 
four weeks to October 20, the approved 


tenders for local authority three-bed- 
roomed non-parlour houses had averaged 
20s. 1ld. per superficial foot. The aver- 


age cost per superficial foot in 1938 was 
9s. 34d. hen comparing these figures, 
allowance had to be made not only for 
the substantial-increase in building costs, 
but also for the fact that a higher 
standard of accommodation and amenity 
was afforded in the houses now being 
approved. He did not think it would be 
helpful to state the full range of the 
approved tenders, as it would not be pes- 
sible within the limits of the reply to give 
the reasons which accounted for varia- 
tions from the average. 

Mr. Prescott asked the Minister of 
Health if he would ‘state, as at the most 
recent convenient date and with regard 
to England and Wales, the number of 
local authority houses for which plans 
had been approved; and the number of 
such houses for which tenders had been 
approved. 

Mr. Bevan said that plans were often 
approved before the exact number of 
houses to be built had been determined 
and, therefore, he was unable to give the 
information asked for in the first part of 
the question; by October 20 prices had 
been approved for 11,198 houses in 
England and Wales. 


Housing Costs. : 

Mr. Maupe asked the Minister of ‘Health 
what would be the increase in costs, 
assuming output at the present rates and 
a total cost per house based on the aver- 
age of tenders approved by him in recent 
months for municipal houses, of an in- 


‘crease of wages of 4d. per hour for crafts- 


men with a proportional increase for 
labourers; and what would be the rent 
equivalent of such an increased cost. 

Mr. ‘BEVAN said that it was not possible 
on the information available to make a 
precise statement, but it was estimated 
that the increase in costs would be be- 
tween £10 and £60 per house; the 
amounts required to repay these sums 
over the normal period of 60 years at the ’ 
appropriate Public Works Loan Board 
rate of interest—viz., 34 per cent. would be 
7d. and 10d., respectively, per week. 


Repairs System. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL Dower asked the 
Minister of Health whether the present 
system of repairing houses on a cost-plus 
basis was to be continued. 

Mr. Key, the Parliamentary Secretary, 
said that much of the repair to war- 
damaged houses must continue to be 
done by local authorities on a cost plus 
percentage profit contract, but every effort 
was being made to secure fixed price con- 
tracts in the repair of the more seriously 
damaged houses. 


Condemned Dwellings. 

Mr. Sparks asked the Minister of Health 
if he would state the number of dwellings 
in England and Wales, separately, whic 
had been condemned as unfit fer human 
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habitation but still occupied owing to the 
shortage of housing accommodation; and 
the number of overcrowded families re- 
vealed by the standards of the Housing 
Act, 1936, for whom no alternative accom- 
modation had been made available by 
local authorities. 

Mr. Bevan said that exact information 
was not available, but of the 460,000 houses 
in England and 19,000 in Wales included 
in the pre-war slum clearance programmes 
of local ‘authorities, roughly 93,000 in 
England and 5,000 in Wales were still in 
existence and occupied at March 31 last. 
At the end of 1938 there were approxi- 
mately 188,000 families in England and 
14,000 in Wales living in overcrowded ¢on- 
ditions. 


Simplification of Procedure. 

Mr. MacpHerson asked the Minister of 
Health if, in view of the delay caused to 
local authorities and others by having to 
deal with a number of Government De- 
partments in connection with housing, 
he would endeavour to arrange that plans, 
materials, labour and other cognate 
matters relating to housing, were all 
eanalised through his Ministry. 

Mr. Bevan said he was looking into this 
with a view to achieving the greatest 
possible simplification, and he hoped to 
make a statement in the near future. 


Private Enterprise. 


‘Mayor Lioyp asked the Minister of 
Health whether building firms could ob- 
tain supplies of labour and materials to 
enable them to undertake the building of 
houses for individual purchasers for their 
own occupation. ; 

Mr. Bevan said that where the local 
authority licensed the building of a house 
by a private builder, the builder was 
authorised to. obtain labour and materials 
as necessary, and within the limits of 
wkat was possible at the present time. 
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The Call-up. 

Mr. Ness Epwarps told Mason WILKeEs 
that building trade workers who were 
likely to become craftsmen were not 
now called up to the Forces and the éall- 
up of other young workers was ‘being 
postponed for the time being. 


Conversion of Huts Into Dwellings. 

In reply to Sir G. Jerrreys, Mr. Bevan 
said he had considered the extent to 
which suitable huts could be converted 
into temporary dwellings and he hoped 
shortly to issue a Circular to local aufhori- 
ties on the subject. 


Thermos Flasks for Operatives. 
Mr. Turton asked the President of the 


-Board of Trade whether he would facili- 


tate the provision of thermos flasks to 
men engaged in the building industry. 

Mr. Eriis SmitH said the President 
would. Arrangements to this end 
already existed,.and any building opera- 
tive who needed a vacuum flask could 
apply to the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Operatives for a_ priority - 
certificate. 


PLUMBING TRADE 
APPRENTICESHIP 


At a meeting of the Plumbing Trades 
National Apprenticeship Council held at 
81. Gower-street, W.C.1, on September 11, 
Mr. D. N. Griffiths in the chair, it was 
resolved that a committee be appointed to 
consider the planning and lay-out of 
plumbing workshops and storerooms in 
technical institutions. 4 

Mr. H. Blackman then laid before the 
Council particulars of a resolution which 
had been passed at the meeting of the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry on July 19, as follows :— 

It was hereby placed on record that having 
regard to special national professions of long- 
standing operating in the plumbing trade :— 

(a) Indentures in the plumbing trade may, 
under Clause 1 (a) of the scheme and also for 
the purposes of Clause 2(c) be in a form 
constituting an approved modification of the 
standard deed of apprenticeship, provided that 
the council is assured that the essential mini- 
mum _ standard principles are incorporated 
therein: 

(b) Local, regional and national joint appren- 
ticeship bodies operating under the ptemting 
trades national apprenticeship schemes will 
continue to carry out functions in respect of 
the education, training and indenturing of 
apprentices employed by firms adherent thereto, 
subject always to the observance of the essen- 
os a principles now laid down by the 


(c) Such plumbing trade joint apprenticeship 
bodies shall be regarded, for the purposes of the 
N.J.0.B.I. scheme as agents of, and deriving 
authority from the corresponding local, regional 
and national apprenticeship bodies which are 
peeserped by the apprenticeship scheme of the 


Footnote.—The items referred to as 1(a) and 
2 (c) refer to paragraphs in the builders’ inden- 
ture scheme. ; 





B.S. Specifications. 

The following British Standard Specifi-' 
cations have been issued from 2, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1. Except where 
otherwise mentioned, they are .priced at 
2s. post free :— 

P.D.374 Amendment. to B.S.S. for Fire Re- 
sistance, Incombustibility and Non-Inflamma- 
bility of Building Materials and Structures (B.S. 
No. 476) (gratis); Asbestos Cement Spigot and 
Socket Rainwater Pipes, Gutters and 
and Soil Waste. an Ventiasing Pipes and 
Fittings (B.S. No. 569 and 582); P.D.389 Amend- 
ment to B.S.S: for Wooden Windows (casements 
and solid frames, double hung sashes and 
cased framed windows) (B.8. No. 644, Pt. 1—1945) 
(gratis); Standard Form of Time and Wages 
Sheet and Pay Packet for the Building and 
Engineering Contracting Industries (B.S. 1151— 
1945) (2s. 6d.); Fireclay Washtubs and Tub and 
Sink Sets (dimensions and workmanship) (B.S. 
No. 1229-1945); Gypsum Plasterboard (B.S. 
No. 1230); Metal s (B.S. No. 1244—1945) ; 
Malleable Cast-iron and Cast-copper sey Pipe 
Fittings for Steam, Water and Gas (B.S. No. 1256 
—1945) (3s. 6d.); and Drawing Boards and Tee 
Squares (B.S. No. 1265-68—1945). 
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APPRENTICESHIP 


INDENTURED APPRENTICES ONLY. 
London Regional Decision. 
Entry into crafts in the building 
industry is shortly to be limited *to inden- 
tured apprentices. This is the effect of a 
decision of the London Regional Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee at its meeting 

in ea 

* At present there are large numbers of 
young men in the builditig industry who 
are not’ indentured. To~ protect their 
interests it is suggested that written agree- 
ments should be signed between them 
and ‘their parents or guardians and their 
employers. This would bind a boy to 
sérve the rest of his. time with the par- 
ticular firm by which he is employed as 
if he were an ‘indentured apprentice under 
the national scheme: The © Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council has 
agreed thab all. unindentured ‘appren- 
tices who sign written forms of agreé- 
ment before December 31, 1945, shall be 
eligiblé in due course for registration as 
apprentices under» the Government 
scheme. Learners with whom the em- 
ployer has not signed a written agreement 
by December 31, 1945, will not be eligible 
for registration. 

To give full effect to the recommenda- 
tion of. the London Regional Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee it is necessary 
to fix a date after which no‘lad may enier 
a craft except as an indentured appren- 
tice. The date suggested is March 1, 1946. 
As from the appointed date, when fixed, 
it will be contrary to the working rule to 
émploy other than indentured apprentices 
or learners who are completing their train- 
ing under written agreement. 

The .particular form of agreement 
recommended may be obtained on appli- 
éation from the London Master Builders’ 
Association, 47, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


Registered Building Apprentices. 

November ‘1 has been fixed by Sir 
Malcolm Trustram Eve, K.C., Chairman of 
the Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council, as the date on which registration 
of apprenticeships in the building crafts 
shall commence. The purpose of the 
scheme is to encourage apprenticeship and 
raise.the standard of craftsmen and crafts- 
manship, and only those apprentices will 
be registered whose agreements conform to 
the Council’s minimum standards. Under 
this the agreement must : 

Be in writing and provide for full craft 
training ; 

Be enforceable in the sense that any 
party not complying with his obligations 
will be answerable to a Joint Apprentice- 
ship Committee of the industry ; and 

Provide for the release of the apprentice 
up to the age of 18 yéars to attend a tech- 
nical course during normal working hours 
on one day a week or the equivalent. 

Boys qualifying will have issued to them 
a registration card, and at the end of their 
training will receive @ certificate’ of com- 
pletion of apprenticeship. 


THE APPRENTICE MASTER SCHEME. 


Rebuilding Houses at Exeter. 

Tue first war-destroyed houses whose 
rebuilding’ has been started under the 
Apprentice Master Scheme are 2, 4 and 6, 
Isca-road, Exeter. Sir Malcolm Trustram 
Eve, Chairman of ‘both the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council and 
of the War e Commission, aecepted 
an invitation from the Exeter City Council 
fo unyveil.a commemoration stone in one 
of the. houses on Thursday, September 27. 
‘ The Apprentice Master Scheme is -de- 
signed to speed up the recruitment of 
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apprentices in the building industry and 
te give the 8 @ period of intensive 
training in their crafts. The basic prin- 
ciples of the scheme are that the Local 
Joint Apprenticeship Committee must 
apply to the local authority with a view to 
its adoption in their area; that local 
authorities who build under it are reim- 
bursed by the Government if new building 
by. boys costs more than normal building, 
or if rebuilding of war-destroyed houses 
costs more thari the permissible amount 
fixed by the War Damage Commission, 
and that the service of the boys counts 
towards their period’ of apprenticeship— 
they are transferred to normal ‘appren- 
ticeships in the industry as soon after 
six. months’ training as employers are 
ready to receive them. The boys ‘get 
normal apprenticeship wages under the 
scheme and are glad to do actual building 
work from the start under sound instruc- 
tion. (They earn and build while they 
Tearn. Arrangements have already been 
made for the carrying out of building 
work by apprentices under the scheme in 
thirty areas in different parts of the 
country, and the number is likely to 
increase considerably. 


Apprenticeship and Training. 

A BOOKLET entitled “ On Matters A ffect- 
ing Apprenticeship and Training ”’ ‘has 
been issued by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives, from Dalton 
Hill, Albury, near Guildford, Surrey. It 
gives brief particulars of all the schemes 
of apprenticeship and training in ‘opera- 
tion together with a list of documents for 
study and a table of apprentices’ wage 
rates. It is a useful summary of the 
subject. : 




















CROFT ADAMANT 


GRANITE CONCRETE 


SPUN PIPES 





9 in, to 72 in. Diameter 


JUNCTIONS, BENDS, TAPERS, 
MANHOLES, GULLIES — 


Particulars and Prices from— 


CROFT GRANITE, BRICK & CONCRETE 
CO. LTD., CROFT, Near LEICESTER. 


Telephone: NARBOROUGH 2261-2-3. 
London Office: 7, VICTORIA ST., WESTMIBSTER, S.W.1. 
Telephone: Abbey 4802 
Branch Office: 
WEST BANK, WIDNES. 
Telephone = WIDNES 2656-7. 


ALWAYS SPECIFY 


iX@) a 


ADAMANT 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Hospital Building, etc., Work. 

The Ministry of Health Circular 180/45 
refers to the arrangement whereby as 
from, July 1, 1940, the responsibility for 
consideration of applications in connec- 
tion with constructional works at-hospitals 
was, within certain limits, placed upon 
the Department's Senior Regional 
Officers, and states that it has been: de- 
cided that, as from November 1, 1945, this 
arrangement shall be terminated. In 
future all applications of this nature, 
whether by local authorities for approval 
under Defence Regulation 56a or with a 
view to loan sanction, or by voluntary 
hospitals for support of applications to 
the Civil Licensing Officer or for release 
of priority materials, may be directed to 
the Secretary of the Ministry at White- 
Steps will be taken ‘to ensure that 
the local professional and other officers 
of the Ministry are consulted as neces- 
sary with regard to the applications. 

It should not be assumed that this 
arrangement indicates any immediate re- 
laxation of building controls, but it is 
necessary in order to co-ordinate building 
proposals more effectively. 


TRADE NEWS 


London Offices. 

Messrs. Brown and Langford, Ltd., of 
TIekenham and Gerrards Cross, are now 
established in their additional offices and 
works at 21, West Hill, S.W.18 (tele- 
phone: Putney 4253-4), where they would 
be glad to receive trade catalogues. 


Reopening of Business. 

The Monarch Flooring Co., Ltd., has 
now reopened for business, Mr. Alan H. 
Groves having been released from his 
commission in the R.A.F.. The. office 
address is 12, Woodlands-road,. Harrow, 
where the firm would welcome trade 


catalogues. 


Managerial Change. 

Messrs. Hills Patent Glazing Co., Ltd., 
announce that Mr. George Britton; 
M.1.Struct.E., manager of their London 
office since 1933 (now at 125, High 
Holborn, W.C.1), is retiring from this post 
to become consultant-to the company and 
that Mr. A. C. Spencer has been appointed 
to succeed him. 


Company Changes. 


Messrs. E. W. Brocklebank and J. A. H. 
Brocklebank have résigned their positions 
with Aero Pipe and Glass Co., Ltd., and 
Associatéd Company, and Messrs.’ H. A. 
Snelling, F.C.A.,.W, O. Julius, M.I.E.E. 
(Netherlands) and F.-° Gartside, 
F.I.A.C., have been elected directors in 
their place. 


New Directorships. 

Mr. B. C. Westall, chairman of Messrs. 
Thomas De La Rue and ’Co., and Mr. 
Cyril Ashton, vice-chairman of that com- 
pany, have joined the board of Messrs. 
Thomas Potterton (Heating Engineers), 
of Cavendish Works, London, 8.W. Mr. 
Leopold Friedman has been appointed 
managing director. Mr. T. F. C. Potterton 
will continue to act as chairman and Mr. 
A. B. Potterton as vice-chairman, and 
Mr. Herbert P. Bridge will also continue 
as a director. 


Change of Address. 

The address of the following organisa- 
tions: National Federation of Consfruc- 
tional Glass Associations, Plate Glass 
Merchants’ Association, London Plate 
Glass Merchants’ Association, National 
Council of Glazing Employers, London 
Glazing: Employers’ Federation, National 
Association. of. Glassworkers’ Employers, 
London Employers’ Plate Glass Trades 
Association, is now. Broad-street House, 
54, Old Broad-street, London, E.C.2. Tele- 
phone, London Wall 1386. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist JULY, 1945. 
(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
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12 m. radius ...... 
12-15 m. radius. 
Eaton U. 











Welwyn 

Welwyn Gar. City.. 
Wells (Norfolk)... 
West Bromwich C.B. 























Note. Carpenters, Joiners and Plambers in all 
Womew’s Rates.—In all districts threughout 








t Plus 2d. per working day. 


Towns and Districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
bss country the rate of wages for women engaged on craft processes is 1/74 per hour. 


to carry out work other than Craft processes, 1/4 per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 359- 


Women introduced 


























































































BRICKS, &c. - . £s. d. 
First Hard Stocks ....3......02ei0+% Seeks ae oe 
cond Hard Stocks .........s+e000- oo: 4 14 
Mild Stocks .,..:.......... RTI Qe 
Single Ronsl OS ESC ae Gen 2. (316 


3s. per 1,000. 


-monthly account. 


beeie kg lash rkubiuccete a 0 
FEE Ps oiaahoas.ds o Sec paw coors 62 0 
Single NOES 5. sb'cclctecteeadte 80.0 
OD CS ois s dudaeseedisdeks 80 0 
PSs ob ech ca ccs e-v.cueueaswis oot 80 6 
ba 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. London Stns.)..., 13 
Do. _ Bullnose (London Stns. ) > be bdeass 13 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) «........: 1 
Best pomree © Fire poets (London Stns.) ;— 
2s ims... 13 5 e ES a Ley ey el 


Best White Ivory D’bte Str’tch’rs 
Quoins, Bulinose Splays and 


Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white: 


Bricks. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered London Area. 

12 miles radius Charing Cross. 
HoLitow CLay PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 

Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed. 
3 pe es OF Seer ee 


a ee 


Saf Se MMM Soro ate tants 2% 


" - oo ae pee 

“ per yd. sup. .. ” per yd. sup. .. 
On ks ae SS. en 
. CRANHAM TERRA COTTA. 

Size 12. x9 x2_ per yd. Super... ccceccdecsis 
Size 12x9x24" ,, age SE i eae a 
Size 12x9x3” 4, gla toi SNdsrgneo Poison Atk 
URES Uae oral, Sewatedas 


HEMPSTEAD—KEYED Two SIDES. 
+S sf gee + Te Soe Pe ae 
bei eS ee oe eee Ft Aes 


Per yard super'd/d. Free on site, London. 


both sides: 
STONE. 


Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W-R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube 

BEER STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R._,, 
Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 
cubic ft. extra, selected approximately 
three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 

PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered’ in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 


-Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 


tions 
White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 
Nore.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
ovgr 20 ft. average and td. beyond 30 ft. 
HoprtTon-Woop STONE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 


SP BU IEES boo cic vac cosvsccondseg 





Sawn three or four sides 
York Stone, BLuE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London, 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 ft. super) ............. + per ft. super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes)....... ...+..+.. és 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) .... i 
14-ia. 0 2. in. GMO: <2... 6.200. a 
Harp York— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks . per ft. cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to.sizes (under 
Ce) ee ae Peer per ft. super 
6 in: rubbed two sides, ditto 
4 in. sawh two sides slabs’ (random” 
EE oa gcsswuseeenene ‘ > 
3 in. ditto ditto i 
2 in. self-faced random flags. ‘per yd. super 


WADA 


Small section Osis and copings, 15s. 


3 
All foaded free into lorry at the works: ~ The question 
of haulage is still very ng a a pelos must | bé 
obtained from job to job. y ery will: bé 
the Levy under tho Bricks Charges) © oo of 
ite 


London London 
Rated Area,North 
2¢ in. Phorpres. Stations of Thames 
A discount of 6d. 1,000 only pert aco per 1.909 
d, 


Best British Portland Cement. 
tion, delivered London area 
6 ton loads and upwards site...... 


Standard Specifica- 
£ 3..'Gs 


In paper bags or non-returnable jute sacks, 
7s. net per ton of cement extra. 

Rapid Hardening Cement 
6 ton loads and upwards site 
BO ee PAR ee Be 
In paper bags 7s. per toh extra. 

*” Water Repellent coment, 31/6. 
per ton on ordinary 
In paper bags 7s. per ton extra. 


- 


i 
GLAzep Bricks (London Stne. ). Add 20% to Prices, 
. 38-10 


and Salt-Glazed D’ble Headers .'. 35 10 
Si t ..30:0 O Oneside&two ends 39 10° 
Headers ...... 29 10 0 Twosides&one end 40 10 


In paper bags 7s. per ton extra. 

” not rapid hardening, accord- 
ing to colour: In 4 ton lots from 166/6 
to 390/6 per ton according to: colour 
(including paper bags) 

“* Snowcrete ”” White Portland Cement (in 


and44in.Flats 36 10 0 Squints ;:..:.. 38 0 
Second Quality;,£2 per 1,000 less than best. Créarm 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 


App LEVY ON Bricks, 3/— per 1,000 except Glazed 


Na 


“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6 ton lots 

pre tot Bs sy paaracemee lesen Agee 

Super Cement creeren bags extra. 


£ 
Roman a 16 Keene’sCemeitt, ite 700 
” nk 
Cementone ange fl for cement according to tints, per 


84 
Half Blocks add 2s. per ‘yard super to above ‘prices. 


i quality’ slates from. Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
aid i in fuil truck loads to London Rate Station, 


mIOO 


1 
Norte: Breakage in transit, pticchaberi? responsibility. 


ING 


—nt 








Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d: for smooth 


SLIDING 
DOOR 
G EAR 


Bata STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at 8. 


‘WON ‘wh 


Paddington; G.W.R. .... per ft. cube 4 


yr perft.cub. 4 


Random blocks from 10ft.and over P.ft.cb. 13 


—— NY AW 





Write for fully illustrated booklet 
showing all Spee. ot King Sliding 


TTR A Tc LTO * 


HITCHIN 960, MANCHESTER 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large. quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 
for smatier quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 
the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry, The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 
CAST STONE, 
Delivered i in ge area in full van loads, per ft. 
lain, 1 ; 12s; 6d. 


PLASTER. 
2: «..d. Ce. @. 
Coarse, Pink .. 4 5 6 Sirapite, Coarse 4 fi 6 
» -White ..4'14 6 ,, Finish 419 6 
Pioneer ..3.°.: 5:6 6 


Above prices for-4-ton loads and over London Area. 

Best Ground Blue , Grey Stone Lime 3 7 0 
Lias Lime -.. 3 7 6 Chalk Lime.:..3 7 0 

Granite Chippings2 4 0 Hair percwt. .. 310 0 

Note:—Sacks are charged Is. 9d. each, and credited 
Is. 6d. if returned. in good condition within three 
months, carriage paid. 

Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £3 43. 0d., 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 


TILES. 
Delivered at London tate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 tons................ Per 1,000 


f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 


Staffordshire district .....0.......44. £7 16 0 
Ditto hand-made ditto’ ..........6. 810 0 
Ornamental: ditto ;..))... nce ces eee eese 819 0 
Hip and valley: tiles-Hand-made ........ 17 6 
(per dozen) —Machine-made .. 16° 6 


Note: Breakage in ttansit,. purchasers’ responsibility. 


HARD. WOOD: 
} INCH ‘AND: UP THICK: 
Average price for ptime quality 7 cube. 
Ss 


Ss. ° 

Dry English Wainscot Billets .. 16 0 to” 0 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 17. 0. to. ‘kt 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs x 2t Ota AA 
Square-edged Hondiiras Mahogany :...... 0 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany .......... 0 
American. Figured Oak -.............. 0 
American Plain Oak i...055.... 0.0008 0 
Jap, Figured Oak ... ss 0 
Jap, Plain Oak ..... 0 
Teak 0 
0 

0 





American Whitewood ..:...........005 : 

African Whitewood! .:. 3.3.55 .00 5.5 o cues: 

African Mahogany: .............: vakEd 0 
Australian Walnut: | 0... .cccceccecccces 0 
Australian: Silky Oak ...........2..0.25. 0 
Beat Scotch glue, ... 6.0.0. cee per cw. 5 
Liquid Glue. i... .k baeue ds per gallon 1 


SOFT. WOOD. 
MERCHANTABLE BritisH COLUMBIAN PINE. 
Minimum. Maximum. 
Scantlings in imported sizes £°°s.‘d: (£78 d. 
2 in. by 3in. to4 in. by in. 47° 0 0 58 0 O 
PLANED. BOARDS. 
PRIME Clean Briish COLUMBIAN Ping. 
Per standard. 
£ d. 


SCOoOADSSCOSCAAARCACAG 


Mins tey thine}, <b iss cdescetons os «be 10 6 


linby9in. 5 ; " "Per square. 
: s. d. 
1 in: plain edge flooring .........--++++-+ 56 3 
IZin, Mito vp ie asec secon eee eeeeere 7 6 
1 in. tongued and grooved ........----4s+5 Oa 
a Sarl ER ee Visoins 70 6 
‘ MATCHING xf per square 
: S. 
Ue he cudans ded LACS Di cre se pnts Bae 40 3 
We: eua Se Vuiste’s SCE G's Boece cokes ehance 45 0 
RRic2bs ba Dee ERR, ob Mes ones copes on 59 0 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
WVelivered im London: 
S.D. BiBcocks Crutcu Heap, Pb IRON 
in. 


3/- S1/- * per doz. 
TorLet Bis COcKs FOR IRON. 

+ in. @ 

60/- | 72/- sae doz. 


S.D. SroP Cocks For IRON. 
4in, Pin. 4 in. 14 in. 14in. 2in. - 
33/> 48/~ 86/—  209/~ 281/— 456/-per doz. 
S.D.S. a very Two UNIONS FoR LEAD. 
Zin. Pin I}in. bin. 2 in. 
45/- 77/6 6 128 240 /- 372/— 624/— per doz. 
Dous_e Nut BoiLer SCREWS. 
sim. Zin. lin. 4 in. Ik in. 2 in. 
5/6 . 6/8., I/- | 24/-_*36/— 56/- per doz. 
. HEAVY poh Baus VALVES. 
4in. in. Lin: Ifin, 1}in 
72/- 115/- 144/-— 288/- 384/— per doz. 
Caps AND SCREWS. 
1fin. 14.im Zin. Jin. 34in. 4 in 
14/—, 18/6 25/9. 45/3 64/9 16 per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 
it in. 2in, Zins 3 din, ; 4 in, 
10/9 13/6. 25/—. 37/— _ 46/— per doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WiTH Brass CLEANING SCREWS. 
146 Ibs; 14 ry 6 lbs. 2 x 7 Ibs. 3 x 7 Ibs. 


Lead-P. 26/- 34/- 55/- 92/— per doz. 
Lead S. 34/- 4i/- 67/- 115/— per doz. 


SoLDER.—Plumbers’, 1/7. Tinmen’s, 2/1. Blow pipe 


2/6 per Ib 





* The information given on this page has been 


specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is.to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or: lowest. Quality: and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should bé remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


METALS. 


saan, Girpers, &c., TO LONDON STATION, PER TON— 
RS. Joists, cut and fitted............+- £40 0 
Plain Compo: See ee . 2610 0 
” - Stanchions .......... 00 

In Rot Worle. osco os ced eas -dedeebcue 37 10 0 


Nore.—These prices ase for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 


MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To Londen Stations, per 
ton. 

Diameter. £ d. Diameter. £ ed 

Pe a ee 23-3 Oi atececre 2115 0 

+* oe aN 22 0 in.to2Zin. 21 5 O 


Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock further iat? gross. 


Tubes, T: Pye 
i e re Tyne $°/2" 24°/6" 

Light weight ...... 514 — 44 Si 574 
Heavy weight...... Aa 44 = 41 493 

Galv. lightweight .. 30 — 30 30 

Galv. pie as 20 0 20 20 
Tubes and cs net/r inclusive, charged extra 

of 5% hess 


gross. 
Fittings. Figs. Fes fee 3% less gross discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
invoice. , Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 
over. 
C1. HAatF-RounD Gurters—London Prices ex 











Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 
ozzi ends. 
Pipes Seuecne aaa 1/10 1/7 5d. 
DN Sta g'Sd'e's Sue et 2/1 1/10 5d 
6 Pa eerie 2/1 1/il 9d. 
BHI oot ta veered 2/2 2/3 10d. 
Reach iicwdanes newts 7 2/6 1/- 
0.G. 
Siliews steno ¥Oa po icee 2/4 2/2 6d. 
5 RE oe gs, aor Pe tee 2/2 9d. 
PIB as 5 04:0 2a tithe ee Kee 2/8 2/3 10d. 
RS ae thee 2/7 1/- 
3 RT RG 1S. a5 3/5 3/- 1/1 
N WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. mds. Branches. 
les 
1i/il 2/11 
2/3 3/5 
2/10 4/2 
3/4 . 4/10 
4/- 5/10 
NETT PRICES. 
Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. : 
2-ton lots, er cent. 
L.C.C. bem go Som Pires—Lonrdon ex stock. 
_ Per yd. in 6 fts. a = > Menagyen. 
3/9 5/2 
4/1 6/3 
5/- 7/2 
5/8 8/5 
Pie. 
cwt. qr. Ibs. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts. 
4in. : : fc ec ee 8/5 14/10 
6 in. PD cen see 13/3 17/6 30/4 
Gaskin, 40o/, per cwt. 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
4 e- ¢ 
IRon.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant 
—_: ER, RR RE Ei SE ee 0 
IRON. ee Marked Bars........ 2110 0 
ee Fae eer eee 1915 0 
pe Se ee eee Tee 2 e 
Ex Merchant’s Stock, 
per ton (two-to#t lots). 
Sof, Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— ite 
RP Se a AE fiveaee 
4 25 2 6 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
a ae 
at AG Salta wiate tie 28 10 O 


Cut Nails, 3 in. and up 
ALL 


seed ae ssn se -_Suaderd sizes, suitable a 
complete houses, inc! fittings, 

coats, and delivery to job, average price about i. 
to 2s. 7d. per foot super. 


. PAINTS, &e. £s.d e se a eo 
Raw Linseed Oi(5 gals) ..” per gallon 0 7 Distinctive Metal Windows 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 . ar 08 0 
Genuine White 313 9}° 
Ce pon Paint pad free)’ ¢ gall. 113 0 
stversakent 7 cwt. 217 0 f 
loan on Putty ye ) cwt. 1 8 3 The Hall Mark of Craftsmanship 
Utility Putty ........ ) 149 
XD quality... .......05 fin. 0 4 9 
Turpentine substitute can be’ obtained and prices 
vary according to quality from 3/8 gallon upward — 


. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the 


endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but wecannot be 





Grade Classification 
Craftsmen ...... 
Labourers ae 

Aberdeen A 

Aysshire .......... A 

aE REY ERE B 

Berwiekshire A2 

ridge of Allan A 

Broughty Ferry 

Clackmannanshire A 

Dome: 2. be. a> A 

Dunblane 

Dumbartenshire A 

D ANTS 1 Hamilton ........ A 





Scottish N.J.C. fram October 1, 1945. Every 
responsible for errors that may occur. 





A2 A3 B Bl 
2/14 2/1 2/0} + 2i/- 
1/84 1/8 1/74 1/74 
Inverness, . . Perthshire ........ A2 
Inverurie Peterhead Bxs329- AS 
Kincardineshire Renfrewshire ...... 
Kinross-shire . . es psn ads see 
Lanarkshire ...... A St. —aww A 
Midlothian ...... A ishire |... A2 
Moray and Naira mB | Steyerey..:.---- £2 
Newport ........ A Stornoway ...... A2 
ae aides A2 MEE cu tnan cee A 
Ged wants sis¢ A West Lothian A 








* This town has its own rates : Masons, 1/114 ; Carpenter, 1/114 ; Slaters, 1/18 ; Plumbers, 2/ ; 
Painters, phe and Labourers, 1 7. 


Plasterers, 2/04 but 2/1 is paid owing to the scarcity 
The information given in this table is copyright. 


at present 
Rates of wages in England and 


AL ; 
Wates are given on page 357 





Per gailon. 
; ee 
NOON MOMMUOID oo. cas c i d'9 6.0 bola ce © Outside 016 @ 
= do. aad eesrshabessones ts A ° . g 
a SS CEE AP PIER A is 
ee eine + tetakacnr ws ‘ : 2 }- 
WON 5 do we ssw a ss 
Best = Sua dd aw redate a 5 114 @ 
Floor Varni 1¢e0e@ 
Fime Pale 1090 
-| Fine 140 
Fiae 120 
Hard 1@¢0 
Fine Copal V: ~ h i 5 § 
DI cst nc one nee i 
Pale — a Re ae os 114 @ 
Best Wt SSE en earcivide as as 146 
Best Japan Gold Size .......:.. ‘a 114 6 
SE ere 012 0 
Oak and y Stain (water) ........ 014 @ 
Brunswick Black ......... 00... cece eee 0 6 
I io baiwcs n a casidc caeshs suns 016 0 
Knotting is. tants aber asses ube’ 017 0 
French Wrest Polish -. v0. cccascccnes 014 0 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene ............++ O1l @ 
LEAD, &c: ‘ 
Per ton. 
ee: in London 5 cwts.) £ 
Leap.—Shkeet, English, 3b. and up 4210 0 
PIO MR CORD oo ioc dec eve desiccccovns - 400 
WE NE oka ec away ue ee etek sis oes 46 0 0 
GRE a ae cinslewak eases 4810 0 
Nore.—Country delivery, 10/- per ton extra, lots 











VARNISHES, rT 


. 





under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. Ca ale aa ok 9 atk ae 
under 5 cwt., 3/- per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 


Old lead, ex London area, per ton £23 00. Buyers 
Pay carriage. 


= 











Whenever your scheme 
calls for 


METAL WINDOWS 


built specially to suit your 
own requirements 
always specify 
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100, Westminster Bridge Road 


LONDON . - S.E.1 
‘Phone: WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


DUMFRIES.—Dean of Guild Court passed 
plans submitted by the T.C. for 80 houses at 
Lincluden housing scheme, at £80,000 

GLASGOW.—Plan in hand for alterations and 
additions at Dane Loan, for Williamson, 
Morton & Co., Ltd., for which the architects 
are Noad & Wallace, 26, Blytheswood-sq.—Cor- 
poration to erect school’ at Pollock estate, for 
which the architect is John MacNab, 129, Bath- 
st., Glasgow. 

HIL! VINGTON. ~zPians in hand for block 
buildings for Lanarkshire Industrial Estates, 
Ltd., for which the arcnitects are Wylie, 
Shanks & Wylie, 204, West Regent-st., Gla: gow. 

WICK.—The Dean of Guild Court granted 
permission to North of Scotland .Milk Market- 
ing Board to erect depot; at £15,000. 


1.C.W.A. Yeas Geck: 


The Year Buok of the Incorporated 
Clerks of Works Association for 1945-46, 
now published, maintains its useful 
character. Data, register of members 
(always useful to architects) and informa- 
tion relevant to the Association’s work 
have been brought up to date. A few 
copies are available from the Editor, Mr. 
G. W. Harris, % Leopoid-road, N.W.10. 











ann 
f 3 
aaese@ 
HOLLOW GLASS ss s: & 
PB. 1—8 in.x4¢in.x3$in. .... 2 QYeach 
P.B. 2—5# in. x52 in. x3¢ in. ..... 2's i 
P 3—-73 in. X73 im. X3hin. .... 3 * 
PB. 32—73in.X7Zin.x3fim. .... 3 6 ,, 
Corner k to match up with— 
a ie RRs Ls, FIRS BS” 6 each net 
Ws. 3; cdaaae Sab ve de oachencasons | ane 
P.B. 32 é-@% 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an —- are advertised in this number. 

The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger’ (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 7. 
t*Birmingham T.C.—10 houses and. 60 
maisonettes, Talfourd-st., Contract No. 8. H. J, 
Manzoni, C'B.E., City. E: and §. Dep, £2 2s. 
Tenders by December 3. 
+t*Braughing R.D.C.—Site works and erection 
of Swedish houses. C. 
+Dawley U.D.C.—40 houses, fencing, drainage, 
concrete pattis, link walls, ete., and site work at 
Malinslee. James Hickman’ and Son, Archi- 
tects, Market-st., Wellington, Salop. Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 8. 
t*Tarvin R.D.C.—16 houses on 3 sites. T. 
Pritchard, M.Inst.M.& Cy.E., 8. and Architect 
to Council Westmingter- bldgs., Newgate-st., 
Chester. Dep. £ £3 3s. , 
NOVEMBER 9. 
+St. Helens T.C.—Additions and extensions at 
trolley vehicle and bus depot, Hall-st. W. Ellis, 
Chartered Architect, Barclays Bank-bldgs., St. 
Helens. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 19. 


NOVEMBER 10. 

oe ee T.C.—25 pairs of houses. B.S. 
e 

Maesteg U.D.C.—60 houses at Caerau. E. and 
8. Dep. £3 3s. 

+*Morecambe and Heysham B.C.—12 houses 
at Hestham Hill estate. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

t+*Slough B.C.—50 houses at Stoke Poges-la. 
(E.), B.E.. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Decem- 


ber 10. 
NOVEMBER 12. 

ee U.D.C. me houses at Woodhorn-rd. 
E. and 8. Dep. £2 

Pg tg 0 n.D-018 iid on 3 sites, 

G. Themas, 8., 13, Spilman-st., Carmarthen. 
Der £2 2s. 

Cwmbran U.D.C.—88 houses on 4 sites. T. J. 
Price, M.Inst.M.& Cy.E., S. Dep. £5 5s. 

—; T.C.—240 houses at S.E. Northolt 
C. eddon, M.Inst.C.E., B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 

Grimsby R.D.C.—6 houses at Habrough. E. 
and 8. Dep. £2. 

King’s Lynn T.C.—22 houses and 8 flats in 
blocks of 4 at Gaywood Park estate. N. Wheat- 
ley (A.), Boro. A., Town Hall. Dep..£2.. ~ 

*Lianfyllin R.D.C.—12 houses on 2 sites. R. 
Arthur Jones, ‘‘ Bwthyn-Hedd,” Llanfyllin, 
Mont. Dep. £2 2s.. 

Lianfyllin, Mont.—12 houses on 2 sites. R. A. 
Jones, Architect, ‘‘ Bwthyn-Hedd,” Lianfyllin. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Reigate T.C.—96 houses at Colesmead estate, 
Redhill. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

St. Ives (Hunts) R.D.C.—12 pairs of houses on 
3 sites. 
ingdon. Dep. £1 1s. 

NOVEMBER 12 (Amended Date). 

*Burnley C.B.—236 posses in, 3 groups. at 
Woodbine estate. B.E. and 8S. 

NOVEMBER 13, 

Dewsbury T.C.—Work. in various trades for 

erection of 76 houses at Lee estate. Boro. A. 
‘and Building 8. Dep. £2. 

Dorchester T.C.—22 houses at Ackerman-rd. 
x Magnus Austin (F.), 1; West Borough, Wim- 
orne. 

Elstree R.D.C.—100 houses at Cowley Hill, 
Boreham Wood. . E. and 8., Council Offices, 
Boreham Wood. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Mitcham T.C.—117 houses at Short Bolstead, 
Mitcham. B.E. and S. Tenders by December 15. 

NOVEMBER 14. 

Carmarthen T.C.—102 houses and 24 flats at 
Park Hall. B.E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Cowbridge R.D.C.—26 houses and road and 
sewer works at Barons-close, Llantwit. Major 
E. Loveluck, Architect, 12, Dunraven-pl., 
Bridgend. Dep. £3 3s. 

t*Isle of Wight E.C.—4 classrooms, cloak- 
rooms and central kitchen at Play-st. la., Ryde. 
8. wank (F.), County A., County Hall, New- 
port, I. of W., Dep. £5 5s. . Tenders by Decem- 
er 17. 

Stalybridge a: e: —24 houses at Millbrook site. 
T.C. Dep. 

Swinton U. . o-< houses at Rookery-rd. S, 
Dep. £2 2s. 

West Bromwich C.B.—28 ‘ Duplex” houses 
at. Harvills Hawthorn estate. B.E. and §S. 


Dep. £1 1s. 
NOVEMBER 16. é 

Holderness R.D.C.—54 houses on 10 sites. 
W. L. Thonipson, S. and Housing A., Council 
Offices, Skirlaugh, Hull. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Leamington Spa T.C.—20 houses at Bury-rd, 
extension. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Malvern U.D.C.—48 houses on 2 sites. C. C. 
+ mage B.Se., A.M.Inst.C.E., S. and Water E. 

2 28. 


, Farm site. 
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NOVEMBER 17. 

Petworth R.D.C.—8 cottages at Houghton-la., 
Bury. F. J. Hodgson, ‘ciauasss 2, Chertsey-st., 
Guildford. Dep. £2 

Tipton T.C.—60 Edeses at Denbigh estate. 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 19. 

*Ashford U.D.C.—100 houses at Osborne-rd. 
J. Ludlow, C., Council Offices, ‘‘ The Cedars,” 
Church-rd., Ashford, Kent. Dep. £2 2s. Plans 
can be seen at office of A. W. Kenyon (F.), 15, 
Adeline-pl., Bedford-sq., C1 

Brighton E.C.—Adapiations and extensions 
at Hanover-terr. school, for Junior Building 
school. B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

Haverfordwest R.D.C.—58 houses on 7 sites. 
A. J. Davies, M.Inst.M.& Cy.E., §8., Council 
Offices, Cartlett House. Dep. £10 10s. 

*Market Harborough U.D.C.—30 houses at 
‘Bowden Fields, 8.. Dep. £2 2s. 

Middleton T.C.—30 houses at Moorclose estate. 
J. Pollard (L.), Boro, A. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 20 

*Halifax 6.B.—3 blocks “ot dwellings at 
Charlestown. B.E,- Dep. £2 

*Heston and isteworth Te 70 houses and 
flats at Hounslow West estate. B.E. and S 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Newport (Mon.) C.B.—56 houses at Alway 
i Johnson Blackett (F.), Boro. A., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Warrington T.C.—36 houses at 
estate. J. Y. Hughes, B.S. Dep. £2 

NOVEMBER 21. 

West Bridgford U.D.C.—56 houses at Valley- 

rd. estate. E. and S. . Dep. £2 Qs. 
NOVEMBER 22. 

Poole T.C.—50 houses and 96 flats at Trinidad 

estate. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s 
NOVEMBER 23. 

Kearsley U,D.C.—28 houses on two -estates. 

E. and 8. Dep. £2. 
NOVEMBER 24. 

Colchester T.C.-—-Construction of brick: pump- 
house at Aldham borehole. B.E.. Dep?=-22 2s. 

*Dunmow R.D.C.—(a) 10 houses; (b) roads, 
and sewers. A. E, Wiseman (F.), 10, Duke-st., 
Chelmsford. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 26. % 

*Leeds 1T.C.—Adaptation of Block 4, St. 
James’s Hospital (North) into Maternity Isola- 
tion Unit and Infirm Wards. Superintendent of 
Works and Buildings, 125, Beckett-st., Leeds, 9 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Seisdon R.D.C.—%0 houses on 3 sites.  F. 
Bagley, A.M.Inst.C.E., Couneil Office, Wom- 
bourn. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 27. 

*Frome U.D.C.—37 houses on 3 sites. B. H. 

Parkes, §S., 22, Christchurch-st., West. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 28. . 
*Stockton-on-Tees B.C.—100 houses at Darling- 
ton-la. Boro. A., 124, High-st. Dep. £2 2s 


Lang: la. 











Lea and Milner, 4, Market-hill, Hunt-. | 





- Labour and material problems 
in permanent house construction 
solved by 


CRAFTCAST 


Patent Shuttering and 
pumped in situ concrete 
& 


Houses of low capital-and 
maintenance cost quickly 


erected to any design. 
& 
Enquiries for house erection and shuttering 
invited, 


CRAFTICAST — LIMITED 
24, Palace Chambers, ‘Bridge Street, S.W.1 











Tel.: ABBey 4645 
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NO DATE. } : 

*Gillingham B.C,—72 houses on various sites. 
B.E. an 

Ladybank T.C.—Applications 

various trades for erection of 

Roselea-terr, 


Fife, 

Wayland R:D.C.—86 houses and 4 bungalows 
on various sites. H. Marsh, (L.), 14, Kingsst., 
King’s Lynn. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wing R.D.C.—26 houses‘ on 3 sites. 
Rolls, Architect, 15, Bridge-st., 
Buzzard. Dep, £2 2s. ? 


MISCELLANEOUS 
NOVEMBER 17. i 
Gosport T’C.—Demolition of shelters, wardens” 
posts, static water tanks, N.F.S. buildings, etc. 
B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 
NO DATE. 
Heanor U.D.C.—Demolition of shelters and 
static water basins. E. and S. 


ENGINEERING 
NOVEMBER 10. 
t*Bristol T.C.—Extensions - at - Portishead 
generating station. (a) Civil engineering and 
building work in heavy foundation and super- 
structure of boiler house, turbine house, switch- 
and incidental external works; (b) 


> As 
Leighton 


houses, etc., 


brick and reinforced concrete chimney approx.’ 


350 ft. high. . Willis, General Manager, 
Electricity Dept. Dep. £10 10s. (a); £5 5s. (b). 
NOVEMBER 19. 

South Holland Drainage Boafd.—Construction 
of 73-ft. span ferro-concrete accommodation 
bridge on precast concyete piles. Consulting 
Engineer to the Board, Deeping House, Welland- 

terr., Spalding. 
DECEMBER 14. 

_Eire Electricity Supply Board.—Civil construc- 
tion work of hydro-electric development of River 
Kire, Co. Donegal. P, J. Dempsey, Secretary, 
60-62, Upper Mount-st., Dublin. Dep. £21. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
NOVEMBER 10. 

Evesham 7T.C.—External painting 145 houses. 
NOVEMBER 22. 

Southport C.B.—Painting and decorating at 

Police Headquarters. B.E. Dep. £1 ls. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND. 
WATER WORKS 
NOVEMBER 12, . 

Bournemouth T.C.—Roads and sewers, Kinson 
estate. Dep. £1 1s. 

Gainsborough U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
White’s Wood-la. E. and §S., Council Offices, 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Herne Bay U.D.C.—Construction of sewer, 
lifting station and rising’ main at Studd Hill. 
Acting S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Py gs T.C.—Roads and ‘sewers. B.S. Dep. 
s 

Wrexham iy gee 5 and sewers at 2 sites. 

B.E..and 8. Dep. £2 
saidaabiias 14. is 

Sale T.C.—Roads and sewers at Carrington-la. 
B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Sunbury-on-Thames U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 
for 3 sites. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s 
Uttoxeter R.D.C.—Roads and sewers, S. Dep. 


2 2s 
NOVEMBER 21. 
Birmingham T.C,—Construction of approx. 
4.730 lin. yds. of brick and concrete, stoneware 
pipe and cast-iron pipe, foul and surface water 
sewers and stone-faced concrete surface water 
open channel, etc., at Shard End. ~ City E. 


Dew: £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 22, 
Haltemprice U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Bacon Garth, Cottingham. E. and S. Dep._£2. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Fult details of Public Appointments marked * 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marked * have ‘been advertised in previous 


issues. i 
NOVEMBER 9. 
*Withernsea U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 
y NOVEMBER 12. 
tBerks C.C.—County Architect. 
*Cornwall C.C.—Assistant in Architectural 


ept. 

+South Wales Federation of Building Trades 
Employers.—Organiser and Executive Officer. 

+Surbiton T.C.—Quantity Surveyor. 

*Tarvin R.D.C.—Clerk of Works and Building 


Inspector. 

NOVEMBER 13. : 
*Brentford. and Chiswick T.C.—(1) Senior 
Architectural Assistant; (2) Architectural 


Assistant 
NOVEMBER 14, 

*L.C.C.—Full-time Teacher of Design, Brixton 
School of Building. 

tLondon Gaunty Council.—Assistant Quantity 
Surveyors. 

*Wrexham T.C.—(a) Building Inspector; (b) 
Clerk of Works. 


invited in- 
14 houses at _ 
L. A. Rolland, Chartered Archi-, 
tect and Quantity Surveyor, 47, High-st., Leven, - 
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NOVEMBER 15. 


*Derbys. ©.C.—(a) Quantity Surveyor; (b) 
Senior Architectural Assistant; (c), ‘Architec- 
tural Assistant. ‘ : 

*Leeds 7T.C.—Assistant Architects and 
Assistant Surveyors. 

NOVEMBER 16. psec 

*Lytham St. Annes T.C. — Engineering 
Assistant. 

NOVEMBER 17. : 

*Wembley B.C.—(a) Permanent Honsing 
Superintendent ; (b) Temporary Housing Visitor. 


*Winchester R.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 
NOVEMBER 19. 

*Stafford T.C.—Clerk of Works. 
NOVEMBER 4 

*Hammersmith B.C. —Architectural Assistants. 


NOVEMBER 30. 


*Hayes and Harlington U.D.C.—(a) Senior” 


Town Planning Assistant, (b) Quantity Survey- 
ing Assistant, (c) Architectural Assistant, (d) 
Town Planning Assistant. 
DECEMBER 8. 4 
*Edmonton T.C. — Temporary Engineering 
Assistant. 
DATE. 
*L.C.C. School of Building, 
time Teacher of Brickwork. 
*Overseas Employment. —Inspector of Works, 
Nigerian P.W.D. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Bangor (North Wates).—T.C. propose 55 
houses at Caernarvon-rd. and Coed Mawr and 


Brixton.—Part- 


19 stone-built houses at Ambrose-st. and 
Strand-st. z 
Barrow-in-Furness. — E.C. propose Junior 


school at Ormsgill estate. 

Bethesda.—U.D.C. appointed Isgoed Williams, 
Penmaenmawr, to prepare plans for housing 
scheme at Llanllechid, Gerian and -Coetmor. 

Brecon.—B.C. appointed Arthur J. Hayes and 
Gordon H. Griffiths, architects, for housing 
scheme. 

Bromsgrove. — Lanbar, Ltd., and Plant 
Engineering Co., Ltd., propose works at Alve- 
church. ” 

Chester.—Williams & Williams, Ltd., Reliance 
Works, propose canteen, kitchen, etc., "at Water- 
loo-rd. and Liverpool- rd. 

Coventry.—British Nylon Spinners, Ltd., 
norgy 2 td., pr b ben factory.—Coventry Motor 
Mart, Ltd., 86, London-rd., propose rebuilding 
showrooms and motor repair depot. 

Gateshead.—T.C. to complete vsdpistedzation 
bo at Queen Elizabeth Hospital. Plans by 


Gateshead.—Fibreboard Boxes, Ltd., to erect 
factory. at Kingsway-North on Team Valley 
Estate. 

Hull.—T.C. approved rebuilding works at 
Sculcoates-la., for Blundell, Spence & Co., Ltd., 
Bankside Works. 

Hyde.—T.C. propose development of Harbour 
Farm estate for houses. 

Lanes. — E.C. propose County Secondary 
school and school kitchen at Garstang. 


Leigh.—Infirmary Board of Governors pro- 
pose Out-patients’ Department, at et 
Plans by Bradshaw Gass & Hope (FF.), 19, 


Silverwell-st., Bolton. 

Manchester.—T.C, approved: Factory, ware- 
house and office, Caternarvon-st. and Robert- 
st., Cheetham. Pye & Bennett (AA.), a., 2, 
Booth-st. 

Menai Bridge.—U.D.C. propose development 
of sites for houses at Tyddyn Nicholas, Glyn 
and Tyddyn To. 

Northamptonshire. — E.C. propose _ County 
school at Corby and Boys’ schopl at Rushden. 

Richmond (Yorks).—R.D.C. propose develop- 
ing sites for houses at Sleegill, Middleton Tyas, 
Brompton-on-Swale and Scorton. 

Rotherham.—E.C. propose combined school 
oe and dining-hall at Grammar School for 

irls. 

Ryton-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. propose erection of 
600 houses. 

Scunthorne. —Kettering Co-operative Clothing 
Society, King-st., propose factory at Beau- 
champ’s estate. 

Shefheld.—Cussins. Ltd., 
pose 400 houses at Fulw ood. 

Thrapston.—Adainex, Ltd., propose works at 


Oundle. 
TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

4 Denotes’ accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Aldborough.—Canteen kitchen at C. of E. 
school: *Moody Bros., Northallerton. 

Arnold.—67 houses on two sites, for U.D.C.: 
*H. Jew & Sons, Arnot Hill-rd., Arnold, £62,500. 

Biggleswade. Bight houses at Stotfold, for 
R.D.C.; #*A. E. Bird & Sons, Letchworth, 
£9.987 


Grierley Hill.—40 houses, Hulland Housing 
estate and 20 houses at Blaze Park estate, 


91, The Moor, pro- 
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Wallheath, for U.D.C. J. R. Moore (A.), archi- 
ct, The Council House: *A. H. —. Ltd., 

Coalbourne Brook, Stourbridge, £67,394 
Darlington.—97 houses, for T.C.: #J. T. pie 


inson (7); ee & Armstrong (8); ¥*5. 
Richardson (8); *Boddy & Son (10); *H. W. 
Andrews (10); sPieectt Bros. & Co. (8); 


*R. Blackets & Son fa); 


*Rodger Bros. (4); fe o 
ick 


*E. Lawson (12) ; L. ©. Abdale (10) ; 
inson (6). Total cost, £98,916. 
East Retford.—(a) Roads and sewers, Ordsall 
Estate; (b) 108 houses on three sites, for T.C. 
Vallance & Westwick, White Hart-chbrs., 
White Hart-st., Mansfield: (a) #A. Mason 
(Contractors), Ltd., ~Kirkland-av., Sutton-rd., 
Mansfield, £7,173; (b) #G. Longden & Sons, 
Ltd., St. Peter’s-close, Sheffield 1, £119,467. 
Erith.—20 semi-detached houses, Luddesdon- 
rd., for B.C. Sonn = Clasien, BS ag =< & 
Cy-E., F.R.San.1., & §S.: *R. B. Butler, 
’207, See “Bexleyheath, £12,354. 
Hemsworth.—24 bungalows at Tonbridge-cres., 


for U.D.C. A. Wright, architect: #W. Hanley 


& Sons, Barnsley-rd., Hemsworth, £14,429. 

Hinckley. —50:. houses of five types on various 
sites, for C. é Featherston, F. 
Garner & Son, 181, Loughborough-rd., Leicester, 
£57,974. 

Hitchen.—10 permanent houses (Type A) at 
Grove Farm estate; for U.D.C. E. R. Bingham 
Harriss (A.): #H. Lacey & Son, 2, Hazelbury- 
cres., Luton, £9,540. 


Hull.—260 houses at Southcoates-la., for T.C. 
City A.: *The City Engineer, Kingston-upon- 
Hull, £272,000. 


Hyde.—17 houses Pr Sheffield-rd., Godley, for 
M. Cowan & Co., : *M. Coote & Co., John- 
st., Pet pelarde DE pat 

Lichfield.—Erection of (a) 16 old corer ed 
(b) 20 houses, 


bungalows, Park-rd., Chase-ter. ; 
(c) 12 


Rugeley-rd. and Hight-st., Chase-ter. ; 
houses on various site; for T. q Rimand, 
Council House: (a) and (b) *T. Richards 
(Chasetown), Ltd., Chasetown; (c) A. C. 
Smith, Shenstone. 

‘London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts. to 
rane. of £500 or over for week ended Octo- 
er — 

General maintenance work: J. H. Metcalfe 
Bros., Doncaster ; ve. Wright & Son (Lincoln), 
Ltd., Lincoln; Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Lough- 
borough ; Wm. Sindall, <eemaione Ainsty Build- 
ing Estates, Ltd., Lowe & Sons, Ltd 
London, W.6. bons and civil engineering 


work: Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Denham, 
Uxbridge, Middx, | Electrical work: General 
Electric Co., Ltd., London, W.C.2. Heating 


ipetelation : * Comyn Ching & Co. Condon, Lid., 
London, W.C.2. Building work: R. Carter, 
Ltd., Norwich. Surface dressing Sark: Home 
Counties en Contracting Co., Ltd. 

W.C.2. Pointing work : F. Troy & Co., 


London, 
Ltd., London, S.W. 
{London (M. 0. W. ).—Contracts placed by 


M.O.W. during week ending October 25. 
London: Wandsworth, Seco houses, Kirk and 
Kirk, L d., Atlas Works, Putney ; Cumberland : 
Whitehaven Monkwa¥ school, kitchen, Demolition 
and Construction Co., Ltd. 34, Moorfields- rd., 
Liverpool, 2; Durham: South Shields, ‘Tarran 
houses, Henderson Bros., Smith- st.,- South 
Shields ; Essex: Chingford, Seco houses, W, and 
C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex ; Ingate- 
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stone, dining room and scullery, A. E. Symes, 

Albert * Works, Ongar-rd., Brentwood; 
Hampshire : Christehureh, kitchen dining room, 
A. 8. Prince and Co., 1079, Christchurch- 
rd., Bournemouth, antes ‘Ringwood and Ford- 
ingbridge, Arcon houses, M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., 
Haredon House, London- rd., North Cheam; Isle 
of Wight: Cowes, housing sites, Ww. A.B rading 
and Son, East Cowes; Isle of Wight. 

Lanarkshire : Glasgow, Central kitchen and 
dining room, David Paul, 12, Wedderlea-dr., 
Glasgow, S.W.2; Glasgow, siteworks and Tarran 
hous¢s, McArthur Construction Co., Ltd., 17, 
Herchall- st., Glasgow; M. Simpson and noo 
Ltd., 62, Vicarfield- st., Glasgow ; $ i 
Lytham ‘St. Annes, Tarran houses, ~_ and 
Jackson, Ltd., Elm-st., Fleetwood ; neaster : 
Lancaster, Arcon houses, Nicholson and Wright, 
Ltd., Cable-st., Lancaster ; Midlothian: Mussel- 
burgh, sitework and Arcon houses, John Crow and 
Sons, 37, Haddington-pl., Edinburgh ; Somerset : 
Yeovil, aluminium houses, Stanseli and Son 
(Taunton), Ltd., Billet-st,, Taunton; Staffs: 
Rowley Regis, Arcon houses, Joseph Webb, 1, 
Ivy How Tea -la., ppm Staffs, Thomas Vale and 
Sons, Stourport- -on- -Severn, Worcester ; 
Surrey : Chertsey, Seco houses, W. H. Gaze and 
Sons, Ltd., tidge- st., Walton- on-Thames ; 
Warwickshire : Solihull, Arcon houses, Kent and 
Sussex Contractors, 270, Corporation-st., Bir- 
mingham; Yorks: Shipley, Spooner houses, F. P. 
Leach and Sons, Ltd., 1, Waterside- rd., Girling- 
ton, Bradford. 

London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
= War oo for ak ending October 20 :— 

Yorks fiscellaneous work, Dunhill Bros., 
Leeds. Lincs: Miscellaneous work, G. 8. Thurs: 
ton & Sons, Spalding. Northamptonshire : Miscel- 
laneous work, F. Lack, Ltd., Northampton. 
Herts : Miscellaneous work, T. Raban & Ss, 
Baldock. Hampshire : Miscellaneous work, R. 
Smith, Hayling Island. Dorset: Miscellaneous 

work, Rabbets & Wilkes, Parkstone. 

Manchester.—Additions to factory at Brad- 
‘ford-rd., Ancoats, for E. Raffles & Co. d.: 
*Moston Brick & Building Co., Ltd., Kenyon- 
law, Moston, Manchester 10. 

Mar yport.—Erection of factories, for T. J. 
Weoske (Autos), Ltd., Leicester, and another 
for making metal furnishings and hospital 
oquinenent : *John Laing & Sons, Ltd., Carlisle. 

Newport Pagnell.—Eight houses. for R.D.C. 
T. Castles, S.: *C. Hutton & Co., Woburn 
Sands, £3,654 (four at Wavenden); *W. T. 
Revitt, Olney, £3,699 (four at Lavenden). 

Northamptonshire.—School kitchens, for E.C. 
J. Perkins (L.). County A., County Hall, 
Northampton. Cranford Voluntary school: 
*Loakes & Pettit, Ltd., Bridge-st., Thrapston, 
£1,220; Weston Favell Voluntary school : *Henry 
Martin. Ltd., henford-st., | Northampton, 
£950; Brackley High school: *J. P. Charles & 
Sons, Middleton Cheney, Northampton, £1,780; 
Wellingborough High school: *E. Brown & Son, 
Ltd., Castle-st., hata os 7 £2,300. 

Oldham.—Works for T.C. L. Hobson, 
B.E. Alterations at Police Bp a noe 
*Schofield & Thompson, Ltd., 30, Hartley-st. ; 
22 houses at Stoneleigh (No. 2) estate: eA. 





Hoggins, Ltd., 2a, St. John’s-st., Werneth, 
£25,000 (both of Oldham). 
Ravensworth.—Canteen kitchen: *Rodgers 


Bros., Darlington. 

Rochdale.—70 houses at Greave estate, for 
T.C. S. H. Morgan, B.S.: *#James Hobson & 
Ltd., 55, Newark-st., Nottingham, 


,608. 

Salford.—144 flats and site works at Regent- 
rd.. for T.C.: *Moston Brick’ & Building Co., 
Ltd., Manchester, £146,636. 

Scarborough. —Three_ blocks of flats 
Sandybed-la.: #F. W. Plaxton, Scarborough. 

Shoreditch.—Three blocks of flats at Stone- 
bridge estate, Haggerston. for T.C.: #*Walter 
Lawrence & Son, Ltd., £103,778 less £982 for 
fonndation bricks. 

Stavelevy.—90 brick-built houses at Station-rd., 
Barrow- =. for U.D.C. J. B. McGaw, E. & 8.: 
*J. A. 'Belfitt & Co.. Ltd., 17a. Asline-rd. and 
274. Bramall la., Sheffield 2. £95,250 

Tynemouth. —Supply and erection of 24 prit 
a for Corporation : *Tarslag, Ltd. 

26.5: 

Tynemouth.—Houses for T.C. D. Mz. 
O’Herlihy, B.E., 19, Howard-st., North Shields: 
*J. H. H. Rogers, ie Alexandra-rd. West, 
North Shields (74); Vv. a & Son, 14, 
Frederick-st.. sunterlond (8); *J. mi James, 
Archer-st., Wi’ lington Quay (30); #*T. W. Grey, 
Front-st, Tynemouth (20). 

Yorks. —Canteen kitchen at Thornton Watless: 
*W. Thompson, Northallerton. 

Wallasey.—Kitchen at Grammar school, for 
M.O.W.: *L, L. Roberts, 1, Chester Old-rd., 
Bebington, Wirral. 

Wednesbury.—34 houses at Dale-st., for'T.C. 
A. Booth, B.S.: *G.. W. Yates (Contractors), 
Ltd., Holden-rd., Wednesbury, £35,504. 

Wellingborough.—40 houses, Neilson estate, 
for U.D.C€. Kilby, S.: *Drury & Co., Ltd.. 
123. Windvailave Kettering, £42,219. 

West Ham.—Erection of 18 dwellings at Ridge- 
well-rd. and Sullivan-ave., for C.B. Thomas E 
North (F.), Boro. A. and Planning Officer, 100, 
West Ham-la., West Ham, E.15. Quantities by 
J. A. Burrell, F.S.I., 7, Gray’s Inn-sq:, W.C.1:— 


at 


’ 
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*“W. J. Jerram, Ltd., Sandford Works, Sandford- 
(11 tenders sub- 


rd., East Ham, E.6, £18,839. 


mitted.) 


_ Willenhall.—26, houses, 
eight at Monmore-la. 


site, for U.D.C 


Portobello ariate and 
N. D. 
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THE BUILDER 


Martin, 8.: *Butler Bros. (Birmingham), Ltd., 


150, Sutton-rd., Erdington, Birmingham, 
£28,961. * 
NEWS ITEMS 
Demobilisation. _ 
Messrs. Smith Walker, Ltd., construc- 


tion engineers, announce that Mr. C. H. 

Laidlaw Smith, on demobilisation from 

H.M. Forces, has resumed his duties with 

a at 16, Caxton-street, Westminster, 
.W.1. F 


Wallboard Merchants’ Association. 

Mr. Charles W. Anderson has resigned 
from the chairmanship of the Executive 
Council of the Wallboard Merchants’ 
Association of the United Kingdom and 
Mr. A. Reginald Alvin, of Alvin, Morris 
and Co. (Timber), Ltd., Leeds, has been 
elected to succeed him. Mr. T. G. Linn, 
of L. Keizer and Co., Ltd., Liverpool, con- 
tinues in office as deputy chairman. 


Handbook of Empire Timbers. 


The ‘‘ Handbook of Empire Timbers ”’ 
issued by the Forest Products Research 
Laboratory of the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research has been com- 
bined with the War Emergency Supple- 
ment in a new edition. Opportunity has 
been taken to add a description of another 
Empire timber which was not imported 
prior to 1939. In view of the expected 
post-war developments in the timber 
industry within the British Common- 
wealth of Nations this little volume will 
be valuable as an authoritative reference 
book for importers, ‘timber users and 
students alike.. It is obtainable through 
any bookseller; from H.M. Stationery 
Office, York House,- Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2; or direct from the Forest Products 
Research Laboratory, Princes Risborough, 
Aylesbury, Bucks, at the price of 3s. net 
(by post 3s. 4d.). 
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November 2 1945 


| The Scientific Civil Service. 

The Institution of Professional Civil 
Servants, 17, Hans-place, London, S.W.1, 
has issued a pamphlet entitled “A New 
Deal for Government Scientists? ’’ which 
gives the institution’s views on the White 
Paper on the Scientific Civil Service (Cmd. 
6679). It is stated that while the new 
scheme is a definite improvement on the 
present unsatisfactory conditions of 
scientific staffs, it does not.accord the 
parity promised with administrative 
officers, and thus. perpetuates the tradi- 
tion in the Civil Service that scientists are 
inferior to administrators. The institu- 
tion hopes that the Government will im- 
plement its undertaking to accord to 
scientific staffs the same status and 
remuneration as those accorded to the 
administrative class. 
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